
Dear friends in Christ,

Soon we will be taking in the beauty 
of the changing colors of the leaves 
and maybe smelling that wonderful 
odor of warm cider or, if we prefer, 
hot chocolate. Maybe floating a few 
of those miniature marshmallows in 
that hot chocolate. We may be raking 
leaves and looking for the perfect 
pumpkin to carve with our children 
or grandchildren. But, unfortunately, I 
don’t think that we’ll be watching the 
Chicago Cubs playing past the final 
day of the regular season and into 
October this year.

It seems like only yesterday that 
we were welcoming spring and the 
hope that we had turned the corner 
in regards to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
We have realized that we haven’t yet 
turned that corner but we are getting 
closer. We are a people rooted in faith 
and hope and in the power of prayer. 
I would encourage everyone, if you 
haven’t already, to take this time of 
Autumn to recommit to strengthening 

and deepening your prayer life and 
growing in a personal relationship with 
Jesus Christ. It is Jesus who feeds us 
with his body and blood at his altar; it is 
Jesus who gathers us into a community 
of faith; and it is Jesus who has given 
us the Gospel message of love, mercy 
and forgiveness.

May God, in His great goodness, 
continue to bless all of you!

With you a child of God. 
For you a priest.

Fr. Jim

I would like to leave you with this 
prayer for the season of Autumn:

O God of Creation, you have blessed 
us with the changing of the seasons.

As we welcome the autumn months, 
may the earlier setting of the sun 
remind us to take time to rest.

May the brilliant colors of the 
leaves remind us of the wonder 
of your creation.

May the steam of our breath in the 
cool air remind us that it is you who 
give us the breath of life.

May the harvest from the fields 
remind us of the abundance we have 
been given and the bounty we are 
to share with others.

May the dying of summer’s spirit 
remind us of your great promise that 
death is temporary and life is eternal.

We praise you for your goodness 
forever and ever.

- Author Unknown
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FROM THE PASTOR

Sunday, September 12
11:00 Mass Outside

Food Trucks: Noon-2:00pm
Fun & Games: Noon-4:00pm

Please be sure to bring your own chair!

Join us September 12 as we celebrate 
our parish family and all that God gives 
us. Start your day with Mass at 8:30 or 
at a special outdoor 11:00 Mass! Food 
trucks will be around for you to buy 
some food and treats. We’ll have fun 
and games throughout the afternoon! 
All are welcome! See you there!

SJTW BLOCK PARTY: COME BACK TO THE FAMILY TABLE!
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Fr. Jim Goerend
j.goerend@dbqarch.org
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TREASURE LUNCHEONS ARE BACK!

BACK TO BASICS: WHAT’S THIS ALL ABOUT?

LADIES’ TEA TIME

Treasure Luncheons are held on 
the first Tuesday of the months of 
September, October, November, 
April, May, and June. We gather in 
Martin Hall at 11:30am to enjoy a tasty 
lunch followed by a speaker. We are 
usually finished about 1:00pm. These 
luncheons are meant for people 
who are 55+ to gather, socialize, and 
perhaps learn something new. There 
is no charge for the luncheons and 
we are happy to have both men and 
women attend beginning on 
Tuesday, September 7!

Back to the Basics is a time for us 
to catch up on different parts of our 
spiritual life because sometimes we 
think we don’t need to know anymore. 
We’re going to take advantage of the 
“middle hour” between the Masses 
on Sundays to grow in our faith by 
learning a few things that perhaps we 
have forgotten or never learned at all. 
Our first opportunity for this will be in 
October. So come down to Martin Hall 
on October 3, 10, 17 and 24 at 9:45 to 
hear and learn about the Mass. 

Did you know there are four parts to 
the Mass? Why do we bless ourselves 
at the beginning and end of Mass? Why 
do we sit, stand, and kneel? We’ll cover 
some of those questions and many 
more. Other topics throughout the year 
will be Catholic Social Teaching, prayer, 
and the sacraments.

Ladies of the Parish, please keep 
reading! We’re going to have a tea for 
Moms and Daughters, Friends, Aunts, 
and Grandmas on Saturday, October 
23. Join us in Martin Hall at 11:00am 
for tea and many sweet and savory 
treats! We’re encouraging ladies to get 
dressed up as if we were meeting the 
Queen of England…find a hat, wear 
some gloves, and prepare to have fun 
sipping tea (or lemonade) with your 
friends and family. Ladies of all ages 
are invited and welcome!

TRUNK & TREAT

PET BLESSING
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LuncheonLuncheon

Welcome Back!

We’ll have our annual Trunk and 
Treat Party on Saturday, October 30* 
beginning with dinner after the 5:00pm 
Mass. We’ll have fun and games for 
all ages, followed by trick or treating 
at about 7:15. There will be more 
information in the bulletin regarding 
this wonderful event as we get closer!
* This date may be changed if 
city-wide trick or treating is held 
on Saturday.

Our annual Pet Blessing will take place 
on Monday, October 4 at 5:15pm. 
We do this blessing in honor of 
St. Francis of Assisi who cared for all 
of God’s creation, especially animals.  
Bring your dog, cat, parakeet, horse 
or goat; whatever pet you have 
is welcome to come for a special 
blessing!  We’ll gather outside of the 
church’s main entrance near the statue 
of St. Joseph. We hope you can join us!
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FR.  J IM GOEREND
Pastor
Hello! I’m truly happy that you are part of our community of faith as we all continue this 
journey to build a stronger relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ. Here at SJTW, we aim to 
live out Jesus’ call to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, give drink to the thirsty and welcome 
the stranger. I pray that you continue to find SJTW a welcoming community where you find 
friendship and fellowship while strengthening your relationship with Jesus Christ. St. Joseph, 
patron saint of the Universal Church, pray for us!

DICK BEAVES
Music & Liturgy Coordinator
When I was hired and my family and I came to St. Joseph the Worker in July of 2002, it was like 
coming home. I knew so many people from my years at Wahlert High School that it felt very 
familiar. I grew up in St. Columbkille Parish and in fact my wife and I are living in the home I grew 
up in. Our 3 children are all married now, and we have 4 grandchildren with another on the way.  
In my work here at St. Joseph the Worker, I am responsible for all things liturgical. This includes 
all of the liturgical ministries, environment, music, and planning of liturgical events. If you have 
any questions about ministry you can come to me and I can help you find an answer. Stop by the 
big black piano after Mass and say hello!

BILL  BIVER
Deacon

I am Deacon Bill Biver, and I am from Dubuque. I attended Sacred Heart School and graduated 
from Wahlert High School in 1966. I graduated from Loras College with a degree in Physics 
in 1970. In 1971, I earned a graduate degree in Electrical Engineering from the University of 
Michigan. I spent the next 40 years as a licensed Professional Engineer, designing numerous 
laboratory, medical, and industrial products, three of which were patented. 
In 2011, I retired from Mercy Medical Center, having served as 
Director of Clinical Engineering. 
My wife Sue and I have been married for 51 years. We have 7 children (one is deceased) and 
presently 15 grandchildren.
For the first 25 of my 35 years since ordination, I was assigned to St. Columbkille Parish. In 2011, 
I was additionally assigned to St. Joseph the Worker Parish. From 2014 - 2019, I was employed 
by SJTW as Pastoral Care/Social Justice Coordinator. Though retired as a parish employee, my 
ministry now includes assisting/preaching at Mass, baptizing, witnessing marriage, conducting 
wake services/funerals, teaching baptism classes, assisting with marriage preparation and 
annulments, providing healing services, serving on our Social Justice and Sister Parish 
Committees and in the Jail and Prison Ministry of our Archdiocese.

Our staff is always ready and eager to help you on 
your faith journey here at St. Joseph the Worker.  
Here’s some more info about these talented 
individuals if you haven’t had a chance to get to know 
them yet or if want to get to know them a bit better!
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I’m Ann Sirianni and I am the Coordinator of Faith Formation in our parish. I grew up in La 
Crosse, WI, and attended St. Pius X Parish, which truly planted and watered a ministry seed 
in my life. I knew from 8th grade on that I wanted to work in church ministry because of the 
wonderful examples I had in my parents, pastor, youth minister, and school principal.
I graduated from the College of St. Benedict with a degree in theology and after a couple of 
years in a parish I went back to school at Saint John’s University School of Theology/Seminary 
for a Master’s degree in Pastoral Ministry. I have served as a youth minister, Director of Faith 
Formation, and pastoral associate for the last 33 years. I’ve been married to my husband Pat for 
20 years and am stepmother to his two children from a previous marriage and “Granny Anny” to 
four wonderful grandsons.
My ministry here at St. Joe’s includes working with kids who are in grades 1-5 and their families. 
Adult Faith Formation is a part of my ministry too and includes Treasure Luncheons, small faith 
sharing groups, Women’s Bible Study, and RCIA. I’m always looking for new ideas, so don’t 
hesitate to call. God Bless!

ANN SIRIANNI
Faith Formation Coordinator

Hi there! I am Mark Bodensteiner, the Coordinator of Adolescent Faith Formation, or the Youth 
Minister. I have three children and have been married to my wife, Jenny, for over 20 years. I 
am a Loras College grad and was raised in East Dubuque. I have been known to be loud and 
obnoxious, so my children tell me.
I provide programs for middle and high school youth to empower them to live as disciples 
of Jesus, participate responsibly in their Catholic faith community, and foster total personal 
and spiritual growth. The programs vary from dinner and movie nights to prayer and worship 
opportunities, service trips, and leadership development.
If you are interested in serving the adolescents of St. Joseph the Worker and surrounding 
parishes, please contact via email or by calling the Parish Office!

MARK BODENSTEINER
Youth Ministry Coordinator

Greetings from Alice Noethe! As Pastoral Care Ministry Coordinator, I encourage and empower 
parishioners to assist in being a spiritual wellness mentor and caring friend to our parish 
homebound and to family members who have experienced the recent loss of a loved one 
within our parish.
The Pastoral Care Ministry mission is to extend spiritual wellness to parishioners with 
compassion and by various ways of communication. We connect parishioners to our parish 
community in prayer, by sending them a card, giving them a call or by visiting them in their home 
or in the hospital.
“God of all comfort, who comforts us…so that we may be able to comfort those with the comfort 
with which we ourselves are comforted by God.” 
2 Corinthians 1:4

ALICE NOETHE
Pastoral Care Coordinator
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Jim Connolly has been with St. Joseph the Worker for over 30 years and probably knows more 
about our campus than any of us ever will. Jim helps keep things running by performing repairs, 
installations, remodels and other tasks in the church and parish center. He also consults and 
advises the buildings and grounds committee on facilities improvement projects.
We are so thankful for Jim’s decades of experience, his positive attitude, and his willingness to 
help keep our facilities in working order, up to date and looking good! 

JIM CONNOLLY
Maintenance

My name is Jen Porter, and I am the Business Manager at St. Joseph the Worker. I handle 
many tasks associated with the operations of St. Joe’s, including working with the Building and 
Grounds Committee to make sure our parish buildings and property are functioning well, but my 
primary duty is tracking and monitoring the funds that go in and out of the parish. This requires 
much attention to detail in bookkeeping! I am also thankful to assist, along with guidance from 
our Pastor and the Finance Council, families who need financial assistance for their children to 
attend either Faith Formation classes or Holy Family Schools. The future of our parish certainly 
depends on the strength of our members in their spiritual development, and our families are a 
core part of that strength! 
I am originally from the Chicago area, but have lived in Des Moines for around 25 years. I moved 
to Dubuque in late 2017. Part of the reason I moved had to do with being closer to my siblings 
and nieces and nephews, but I certainly felt drawn here and love Dubuque a lot!

JEN PORTER
Operations Manager

I grew up on a farm in Fillmore, Iowa (Cascade), and am married to Richard. We have 3 grown 
children and 3 grandchildren (who are absolutely the cutest!). We have been parishioners for 36 
years. I worked as a cosmetologist for 25 years before joining the SJTW staff and have been the 
Admin. Assistant here for 22 years and counting.
Being an administrative assistant that long, it is safe to say that I have worked with a few priests 
and staff over the years. So it’s not unusual to have a staff member come to me and ask who is 
the lady who sits in the pew over by the baptismal font (you know the one with short gray hair). 
I am usually able to name that parishioner perhaps with just a bit more info. You will find me 
smiling at my desk, answering the phone, taking care of Mass stipends, recording marriages, 
deaths, baptisms, 1st communions, and confirmations, making copies, the list goes on. You can 
contact me via email or by calling the Parish Office.

DONNA GOEDERT
Administrative Assistant

Now Hiring: Communications Coordinator!
We’re seeking a motivated professional to help us use 
communications platforms to tell our story and invite 
people to a closer relationship with God. The ideal 
candidate is skilled with Adobe Creative Suite, has 
experience managing and marketing an organization’s 
brand, and is passionate about bringing others to Christ. 
If interested, send a resume and cover letter to j.porter@dbqarch.org.
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Be part of our new parish photo 
directory by scheduling your 
photography session! Learn 
more by going to  
theworker.org/photo-directory 
or call the Parish Office to 
schedule your session. To 
schedule your photography 
appointment online, simply go to ucdir.com, click on 
photography appointment scheduling login on the right 
side, enter ia152 in the Church Code field and enter 
photos in the Church Password field. Follow the prompts 
to schedule your family’s appointment time. If you have 6 
or more in your family please use 2 consecutive time slots. 
The online scheduling option is available Monday through 
Friday. Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule as soon 
as possible to get your preferred date and time!

Upcoming Photography Dates:
Sept. 7-11 & 13-14, Oct. 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, Nov. 17-20

Sign Up Today!

PHOTO DIRECTORY LOOKING AHEAD

Sept. 1: First Night of Family Faith Formation
Sept. 6: Labor Day; 8:00am Mass, Parish Office Closed
Sept. 7: Treasure Luncheon
Sept. 7-11: Directory Photography Sessions
Sept. 12: Block Party: Come Back to the Family Table!
Sept. 13-14: Directory Photography Sessions
Sept. 18: Food Redistribution
Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24: Back to Basics: What’s This All About?
Oct. 5: Treasure Luncheon
Oct. 11-12: Directory Photography Sessions
Oct. 18-19: Directory Photography Sessions
Oct. 20: First Reconciliation Retreat
Oct. 23: Ladies’ Tea Time
Oct. 29-30: Middle School Lock-In
Oct. 30: Trunk & Treat
Nov. 1: All Saints Day; Mass at Noon and 5:30pm
Nov. 2: Treasure Luncheon
Nov. 6-7: Celebration of Remembrance
Nov. 17-20: Directory Photography Sessions
Nov. 25: Thanksgiving; 9:00am Mass
Nov. 25-26: Parish Office Closed
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