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FROM THE PASTOR

“Advent has a twofold character. 

As a season to prepare for Christmas 

when Christ’s first coming to us is 

remembered; as a season when that 

remembrance directs the mind 

and heart to await Christ’s Second 

Coming at the end of time. Advent 

is thus a period for devout and 

joyful expectation.” 
General Norms for the Liturgical Year 

and Calendar, #39

My Dear Friends,

As we see from the General Norms, 
Advent is a time to be joyful and a time 
of anticipation. It may seem strange 
during this time of pandemic to be 
joyful, but the coming of our redeemer 
is something to lift our hearts and bring 
joy to our lives. Jesus tells us many 
times in the Gospels to not be afraid. 
So, let’s take a closer look at Advent 
and why we should be joyful during 
this season.

The word Advent comes from the 
Latin word adventus or ad venire and 
means “to come.” During the liturgical 
season we call Advent, we wait to 
celebrate the First Coming of Christ 
that occurred 2,000 years ago, and we 
wait for his Second Coming at some 
future time. As Christians, we live in 
an age between the two comings of 
Christ, in a period that scholars call the 
“already, but not yet.” The Kingdom 
of God has already come into our 
midst in the Jesus event of 2,000 
years ago, but Jesus has not yet come 

in his fullness. 
During the 
Advent season, 
we prepare 
to remember Christ’s first coming 
and, at the same time, we yearn for 
him to come again. It is a bit like the 
pregnancy period during which the 
child lives in his mother’s womb but 
is not yet fully born. The final days 
of Advent, from December 17 to 
December 24, focus particularly on our 
preparation for the celebrations of the 
Nativity of our Lord, Christmas.

During this Church season we 
often hear words such as longing, 
yearning, vigilance, conversion, joyful 
expectation, and hope. Advent is a 
time of joy because Christ has already 
entered our world. It is also a time of 
expectation and hope for the kingdom 
yet to come. 

One Advent devotion that can help 
us understand the meaning of the 
season is the Advent wreath. The 
purple candles in the wreath symbolize 
the prayer, penance, and preparatory 
sacrifices and good works undertaken 
at this time. The rose candle is lit on 
the third Sunday, Gaudete Sunday. It is 
the Sunday of rejoicing, because the 
faithful have arrived at the midpoint 
of Advent, when their preparation is 
now half over and they are close to 
Christmas. The progressive lighting 
of the candles symbolizes the 
expectation and hope surrounding our 
Lord’s first coming into the world and 
the anticipation of his second coming 
to judge the living and the dead. The 
making and use of an Advent wreath in 
our homes can be a family activity that 
helps us build joy and expectation for 
the coming of our Lord Jesus. Here’s a 
blessing for an Advent wreath:

When the blessing of the Advent 
Wreath is celebrated at home, it is 
appropriate to be blessed by a parent 
or another member of the family.

All make the sign of the cross as the 
leader says:

“Our help is in the name of the Lord.” 
Response (R/.): 
Who made heaven and earth.

Then the Scripture, Isaiah 9: (lines 1-2 
and 5-6) is read:

Reader: “The Word of the Lord.” 
R/. Thanks be to God.

With hands joined, the leader says:

“Lord our God, 
we praise you for your 
Son, Jesus Christ: 
he is Emmanuel, 
the hope of the peoples, 
he is the wisdom 
that teaches and guides us, 
he is the Savior of every nation.

“Lord God, 
let your blessing come upon us 
as we light the candles of this wreath. 
May the wreath and its light 
be a sign of Christ’s promise to 
bring us salvation. 
May he come quickly and not delay. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.”

R/. Amen.

May Almighty 
God bless each 
and every one 
of you during 
this Advent 
season.
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It’s that time of year again when we are 
thinking about our year-end gifts. And 
what a year it has been! In following 
IRS regulations, if your contribution 
is not mailed and postmarked, or 
received in 2020, it is not credited to 
2020. The date on the check does not 
determine the contribution year. Please 
keep this in mind.

If you would like to know the amount 
you have given to date, call the parish 
office at 563-588-1433. 

LPL Financial Services
As the year ends, would you like to 
save some tax dollars? You could 
transfer stock to St. Joseph the Worker 
Parish and avoid capital gains tax.

Contact our broker:

LPL Financial
Midwest One Investment Services
Contact: Joshua Vondran
Phone: 563-585-9257
Parish Account number: 7376-9952
DTC#: 0075

The Every Drop Counts Campaign 
funds were hard at work this spring 
and summer! 

The tunnel improvements have 
made significant progress but 
there is still more finishing to come. 
The area outside the tunnel was 
excavated and rebuilt in the spring. 
A waterproof barrier now runs along 
the new sidewalk leading to the east 
door. The stone entry was redone to 
accommodate the new door to the 
Martin Hall tunnel. It is a wider door 
and has push button access (just like 
the main entry to church). The lighting 

was updated outside the entrance 
as well and looks fantastic. We are 
waiting to paint the tunnel until next 
spring, just to be sure there are no 
further water issues. Thank you to 
everyone who made this possible!
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SPIRITUAL WELLNESS: HELLO NEIGHBORS!

I remember well all the neighbors that 
lived in my neighborhood back in the 
day. Today I still consider many of them 
to be close-knit friends of mine.

Do you recall the times as a child 
when your neighbors came to your 
rescue? When I was a kid, often it 
was times when it was freezing cold 
outside and our one and only car 
would not start. I recall it was late in 
the Advent season when our car finally 
went kablooey. My parents still had not 
even begun their Christmas shopping 
to get gifts for our grandparents or our 
uncles and aunts that year. My mother 
was quite panicked. Thankfully, our 
neighbor lady came to the rescue the 
day before Christmas Eve. She drove 
my parents in her car from our small 
town where there were no department 
stores to the city to shop. That day they 
shopped till they dropped!

Other times we would run over to our 
neighbor’s house to borrow a cup of 
brown sugar when we didn’t realize we 
were out until after we started mixing 
up the Christmas cookie dough. Ta-da! 
Neighbors to the rescue! 

Today during these struggling times 
my neighbors have often rescued each 
other with small acts of communication. 
Not being able to stop by to visit inside 
their homes they do the following 
instead: call each other on the phone 
regularly, set up a time once a week to 
wave to each other from their windows, 
when warm enough outside they 
open the window or door between 
them to chat catching up on the latest. 
Every now and then they leave baked 
goodies or a few groceries on a 
neighbor’s porch along with a note of 
cheer letting each other know they are 
here for them. 

What would life be like without 
friends and neighbors especially 
through these trying times? Neighbors 
are everyday people who are quite 
extraordinary friends. 

Thank You, Neighbors!

Alice Noethe
a.noethe@dbqarch.org

YEAR-END GIVING

MARTIN HALL TUNNEL UPDATE

Think of a young couple expecting the 
birth of their first child. They have a lot 
to do to prepare themselves and their 
home for the baby’s arrival.

Right now, we’re looking forward 
to celebrating the arrival of the baby 
Jesus. We too have a lot to do to 
prepare ourselves for His coming. 
That’s what Advent is all about.

Join us this Advent for our series, 
“We’re Expecting,” as we prepare 
our hearts and homes for the 
coming of Jesus.

We’d love to reconnect in person or, 
if you’re unable to gather with 
us in church, join us online for 
8:30am Sunday Mass live on our 
YouTube channel. 

Learn more at theworker.org/advent

ADVENT 2020 SERIES
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Fr. Paul Dorlean, pastor of our sister 
parish in Gonaives, Haiti, continues 
to express deep gratitude for our 
monthly support of his parish, 
St. Therese of the Child Jesus. 
He celebrated a special Mass for all 
of our deceased SJTW parishioners in 
early November.

He recently shared that he is hopeful 
that the water treatment center for 
which we at St. Joseph the Worker and 
several SW Wisconsin Rotary Clubs 
contributed $23,167 may be completed 
by the end of November. Photos of the 
ongoing construction are posted on 
the SJTW website.

Having drinkable water is like an 
oasis in the desert for these Haitian 
people who are suffering not only from 
the COVID-19 virus, but also political 
turmoil throughout the country, as 
well as violence in the streets, on top 
of the growing day-to-day poverty 
everywhere. The water will be sold at 
the price of 7 cents per gallon with the 
income to be used to provide for the 

ongoing maintenance and filters for 
the system.

Fr. Paul Dorlean, in his most recent 
email, shared how school was back 
in session. The school provides 
education for 51 students in four 
classrooms, with the support of 
their teachers, a principal, 
a secretary, a security guard, 
and other staff members.

The Haiti Connection Team at SJTW 
is developing plans for a live “Haiti 
Tree” to be placed in church during 
Advent. It will have ornamental cards 
with photos of the Haitian parishioners 
on them along with information 
showing the prices of various goods 
and services in Gonaives.

The average monthly income of 
a parish family at our sister parish 
is $300 USD, typically earned by a 
family selling their garden produce 
at the town market. Typical monthly 
expenses per month run about $910 
USD if children are going to school. 
This means that in order to balance 
their budget, many of the people 
must walk everywhere to avoid 
transportation costs, electricity in 
homes frequently gets turned off, 
they go without basic necessities, 
and many children do not receive an 

education. They are forced to go to 
the parish for financial assistance.

Envelopes will be provided on 
the Haiti Tree to be used for making 
regular contributions throughout the 
coming year.

In the meantime, please continue to 
lift up our Haitian brothers and sisters 
in prayer. They are very vulnerable, 
many are afraid, and they need us 
to help sustain their hope for a “new 
normal,” one simply free from the 
miserable conditions they are forced 
to face each and every day.  

Contributions can always be 
dropped off in the Sunday collection 
or at the parish office. Just put them in 
an envelope clearly marked 
“Haiti Contribution.”

Thank you for your continued 
spiritual and financial support.

We’re looking forward to celebrating 
Christmas with all of you once again! 
Please be aware that things will be a 
little different this year because of the 
ongoing pandemic.

Here is our Christmas Mass Schedule:

Christmas Eve Christmas Day 
4:00pm* 8:30am 
6:30pm* 11:00am 
10:00pm

*There will also be Mass broadcast on 
YouTube at these times.

Please note that all of our safety 
measures remain in place for 
in-person Masses. These include:

• You must sign up online or 
by calling the office to attend 
Mass in person

• Face masks are required in church

• There will be very limited seating

• We will have only limited music 
like we currently do at 
weekend Masses

Note that in addition to in-person 
Masses, we will have Mass broadcasts 
available on our YouTube channel. 
We’ll share links on our website and 

Facebook page. You can also go 
directly to our channel at 
youtube.com/StJosephtheWorkerDBQ

Here is our broadcast schedule:

• At 4:00pm Christmas Eve, 
we will have a Mass available 
with traditional music.

• At 6:30pm Christmas Eve, 
we will have a Mass available 
with contemporary music.

We hope that these Mass options 
and the accompanying safety 
measures will help us all celebrate 
safely and joyfully. Thank you for your 
cooperation and your patience!

Deacon Bill Biver 
b.biver@dbqarch.org

SISTER PARISH NEWS

PLANS FOR CHRISTMAS MASSES



Dear Parishioners,

I hope this finds each and every one of you well and 
healthy! I just want to touch on the parish festival. 
We had an outstanding show of support for our parish. 
We served roughly 350 meals in under 2 hours, which was 
fantastic. From what I saw I thought it went very smooth 
for our first time trying this! The silent auction also did very 
well. Everyone that already had purchased raffle tickets 
requested that their money be donated to the festival, 
since we were not allowed to do the raffle at this time. 
With that being said and with everyone’s generosity, we 
raised over $9,000 for our great parish!

Once again, I would personally like to thank the Morocco 
Supper Club for their outstanding support and generosity, 
all of the volunteers that donated their time and talent, 
and all of the parishioners that supported this great cause. 
Without everyone’s involvement this would not have been 
possible. So again THANK YOU ALL! I’m praying that 
come next April we will be back to normal and be able to 
celebrate SpringFest 2021 together at our parish!!

Thank You,

Jon Lucas and the entire festival committee

Hi Everyone,

It was awesome to see the parish support of the drive-
through meal and, with over 100 vehicles coming through, 
the process went very smoothly. Well, until the line started 
to back up because I was talking too long to people. Donna 
strongly suggested I not hold up the line by talking so much.

It gave me an opportunity to meet some parishioners. 
That was fun! I’d like to join Jon Lucas in thanking The 
Morocco Supper Club, Maria Schmitz and the Confirmation 
class, and all of those who helped with the meal and silent 
auction. May God continue to bless all of you and all the 
parishioners of St. Joseph the Worker Parish!

God Bless,

Fr. Jim Goerend

Thank 
You!
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