
Dear Friends:
Pentecost is called the “birthday of the 
Church.” Her birthday gift for 2020 is 
a return to public celebration of the 
Eucharist the weekend of May 30-31!  

Fr. David and I are grateful that our 
last weeks as co-pastors include these 
core joys of parish life! We will miss 
daily life with you! But, we take with 
us your gift of what both joy in the 
Spirit and evangelization can be in a 
parish! We leave excited for all that Fr. 
Paul and you together will give us to 
witness the mighty works of God! The 
Holy Spirit awaits in the days to come!

We are rightly excited to return to the 
Eucharist! But we must still prioritize 
each other’s safety above our desire 
for the Eucharist! And, as much as we 
do to make church as safe as can be 
for worship, public places will always 
involve greater risk of infection. Please 
be mindful of that and each other!

As with anything touched by Christ’s 
resurrection, God is bringing good out 
of this pandemic. We must be willing to 
dig for that goodness. The Holy Spirit 
awaits in this!

The cessation of much industrial 
activity has allowed the Earth’s 
normally drowned out seismic activity 
to be heard. So too has stopping much 
of normal life created opportunities to 
hear the rhythms of life differently—if 
we dig into these experiences. Just a 
few are: Human contact is 
re-appreciated; many roles and 
workers taken for granted are now 

visible as essential and heroic; fewer 
schedules find us eating face to face 
more. Yes, hardships and change are 
with us. But the change and hardship 
offer blessings too—if we will dig in!  
The Holy Spirit awaits in this!

Hopefully, after digging in and 
discovering the Pentecost in the 
Pandemic, we will want to live out of 
this newly graced awareness! If we 
are to be Church in the post-pandemic 
reality, some life-changes and digging 
down will need be part of the new 
normal. They include:

• Ministries: More Masses with 
fewer at each requires more 
ministers. The Holy Spirit awaits!

• Attendance: Has no gathering 
for the Eucharist made receiving 
it a bigger priority? The Holy 
Spirit awaits!

• Communication: How many new 
communication methods have 
you learned lately? Parishes 
need current contact information 
to shepherd well! Send us yours! 
The Holy Spirit awaits!

• Service in Jesus’ Name: This 
pandemic has exposed our 
shared humanity. Will we now 
reverence our humanity by 
service that reveals our shared 
worth in God’s eyes? The Holy 
Spirit awaits!

Fr. David and I experienced St. 
Joseph the Worker as a place of 
encountering the Holy Spirit. We only 
had time to scratch the surface of what 
you have nurtured here in the Lord. But 
you have time with Fr. Paul to dig deep, 
and mine these changes for the graces 
God is working in them. The Holy 
Spirit awaits in that! Fr. Dave’s and 
my prayers, admiration and gratitude 
remain with you and with Fr. Paul!
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With some thoughtful discernment, 
I have decided that I will no longer 
continue on as Coordinator of Youth 
Ministry at St. Joseph the Worker. 
I have enjoyed every moment of 
working with staff, parishioners and 
the youth, but I feel called to less of 
an office job and more of a full-time 
ministry where I could be more present 
to the Youth. I’m so grateful that you all 
allowed me to be a part of your parish 

this year, and I am praying that there is 
someone who can take on the role of 
building youth ministry within St. Joe’s. 
You guys deserve the best! Peace.

If you are interested in getting 
involved with Youth Ministry at 

SJTW, please let us know! 
Call the Parish Office 

at 563-588-1433.
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Dear Parish Family: Even with 
our seclusion and distancing, our 
Pentecost message is most welcome: 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” From 
wherever we are, our pastoral mission 
is twofold: To receive and be sent. 
Many of you know, I have “received” 
the invitation from our Archbishop to 
Pastor St. Joseph the Worker as your 
full-time Pastor beginning July 14. I 
humbly accept and look forward to 
this call as I have come to appreciate 
the great zeal many of you have for 
building this community together. I 
believe we are “sent” together, 
sharing a vision for Church as 
we move forward.

I am grateful for the past two years 
with Fr. Tom and Fr. Dave as well as 
the good people of St. Columbkille. It 
has been an honor to serve with you 
and open the gospels together on 
our own Emmaus journeys. I welcome 
continued friendship and visitations 
with me and with our SJTW community 

as we are all still neighbors and 
companions on our journeys of faith.

As I look forward to my role as 
pastor and shepherd to our St. Joseph 
community, a message of St. Augustine 
comes to mind along with our Easter 
theme: “Now What?” We are all asking 
the same question. Are we safe in the 
hands of Fr. Paul? Augustine said to his 
first community as a bishop: “For you I 
am a bishop, with you, I am a Christian.” 
And I would say: “For you, I am pastor; 
but with you, I am a Christian, seeking 
God day by day.” Be assured, I have 
been very involved in the life of the 
parish through the staff, the leadership 
councils and committees and the 
Amazing Parish Team for the last two 
years to seek together how to make us 
continue to expand our hospitality and 
engagement of our SJTW community.

 I have also been very involved in 
meetings that address our next weeks 
of transition back to our sacramental 
gatherings. Likewise, I’ve been 
transitioning with our current pastor 
with the Parish Pastoral Council, all 
Committees, Finance and next year’s 
budget, with the Amazing Parish 
Leaders and our Faith Formation 
process, especially, strengthening 
Youth and Young Adult Faith Formation 

Programs, moving forward.
Please feel free to email or visit 

anytime with anything that you feel 
needs my, and our attention. I pose the 
question for us: How can we continue 
to bring the Holy Spirit’s joy and peace 
to everyone, those we see often and 
those we see seldom? Perhaps, this is 
our “Being sent” discernment.

Secondly, some of you have inquired 
as to the progress of our school in 
Ghana. It is more than half constructed 
as you can see from the photos below. 
We do have a way to go but are very 
encouraged by the kindness and 
generosity of many. Continuing this 
“Mission Appeal” was to have been 
our summer’s outreach but now with 
these challenging days, we will not 
have the usual Archdiocesan appeal 
this summer. 

In summary, we have raised about 
$232,000 of the needed $300,000. 
Our original goal was to open to our 
children this September. That is very 
much in the Spirit’s hands at this 
moment, but hopefully, as time goes 
on and we return to our work, we can 
remember that need and help as we 
can. I wish a very powerful Holy Spirit 
visitation upon us.

Father Paul 
Attah-Nsiah
dbq062ap@dbqarch.org

Thank You, Lizz!

FROM THE ASSOCIATE PASTOR

FAREWELL TO LIZZ PARSONS

SPECIAL 
EDITION



Volume 23, Issue 13 ●

theworker.org

As we return to church, the goal will 
be to give everyone a chance to 
attend Mass and receive the Eucharist 
once during the week and to do so as 
safely as we can while protecting the 
most vulnerable in our church. In the 
beginning there will be no obligation 
to attend Sunday Mass, so please 
keep that in mind. Things are going to 
be different and we are going to have 
different needs. 

First, you will need to sign up to 
attend one of four weekend Masses, 
5:00 Saturday, 7:00, 9:00, or 11:00 
Sunday OR one of the Tuesday-Friday 
Masses that we will be having at 
5:30pm. You will do this either by going 
to theworker.org or calling Donna at 
the parish office. Please note these 
Mass times are an initial schedule that 
may be subject to change.

Upon arrival at Mass, you will put on 
your mask while still in your car, yes 

we are asking that everyone wears 
a mask. You will get out of your car 
and come to the main entrance of the 
church leaving a 6-foot space between 
you and anyone who is not a member 
of your household. You will sanitize 
your hands and come through the 
doors of church where a hospitality 
minister will show you to your seat 
down one-direction aisles. We will 
need volunteers for seating people.

There will only be seating for approx. 
110 individuals. There may be more 
as households may sit together. You 
probably will not be sitting in your 
usual spot. For the first few weeks, we 
will not be doing any singing. There 
will be no collection, but you will be 
able to leave your offering in a basket 
at the Information Station. There will be 
no procession of gifts, holding hands 
at the Our Father, and no “physical” 
Sign of Peace except for those in your 
immediate household if you wish. 
We will be learning new Communion 
patterns to facilitate social distancing. 
You will be dismissed after Mass by 
the hospitality ministers who brought 
you in. We will need volunteers to 

wipe down pews after each Mass to 
prepare for the next. 

Now, how will you sign up to go 
to Mass? We will share a new online 
sign-up on the parish website and 
Facebook page each week. If you DO 
NOT have Internet access, call Donna 
at the office (563-588-1433) and she 
will sign your household up. There 
will be slots for 85 households. If 
there are more than six people in your 
household, please use a second slot.

 For the first few weeks, out of 
regards for your own health and safety, 
if you fall in the category of being 60 or 
older or have an underlying condition 
we ask that you strongly consider not 
attending. We know how difficult this is. 
It isn’t the way that any of us want, but 
it is the way it will need to be to ensure 
your wellbeing.

Feeling homesick? Having 
withdrawals? Missing your group of 
friends? When will we ever get to do 
that together again?

In this season of social distancing 
and isolation, there is so very much 
you and I can do to promote spiritual 
wellness. Staying connected to another 
person, to a cause, to our faith, and 
to our true selves has been a real 
challenge in these times of social 
distancing and isolation. The feeling of 
being homesick has finally overcome 

us and we dearly miss our rituals that 
we did together as a community. 

Spirituality is about relationship and 
focuses on the deep sense of purpose 
with a personal meaning attached 
and gives us real value in our daily 
lives. Connections and relationships 
enrich our lives so much that we have 
withdrawals from what we, back in the 
day, had taken for granted.

In this time, together in spirit, let us 
discover and embrace within our soul 
the dwelling of Christ. This glow of 
Christ from within is witnessed in our 
actions of pastoral care for others in 
our parish community and beyond. As 
pilgrims on a journey traveling together 
toward a deeper spiritual enrichment 
in our lives, we as a parish faith 
community have witnessed in gratitude 

and with deep appreciation many 
parishioners who have reached out in 
humble pastoral care to help others.

In the precious and holy name of 
Jesus, parishioners have lifted others 
up in their daily prayers, in caring 
phone conversations, sending special 
cards, giving groceries to those in 
need, drive-by parades, sending text 
messages to friends, social media 
zoom visits to neighbors, giving gift 
cards to the unemployed and by 
countless other ways.

Making a difference in the spiritual 
wellness within ourselves and in others 
is possible and can be intentionally 
attained through the creative Christian 
acts of kindness we do for others 
mirroring our Lord Jesus Christ.        

Dick Beaves
r.beaves@dbqarch.org

Alice Noethe
a.noethe@dbqarch.org

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN RETURNING TO CHURCH

SPIRITUAL WELLNESS: STAYING CONNECTED & MAKING A DIFFERENCE
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PARISH FINANCIAL UPDATE

MEET THE NEW PASTORAL COUNCIL MEMBERS

The persons behind this pandemic’s 
statistics about its impact on lives and 
health deeply sadden us. Sobering too 
are economic numbers like 30 Million 
jobs lost. This pandemic is and will 
continue to powerfully impact national, 
household, and parish finances. 

The impact on St. Joseph the 
Worker? The main parish income 
sources are down 12% since 
mid-March. We have been operating 
with a modest but growing shortfall 
in Envelope/EFT giving all year. The 
pandemic impact has added to that. 
SpringFest with its $40,000 budgeted 
income had to be canceled, though we 
hope to have a smaller version when 
we can gather again. 

We’ve kept expenses under budget 
through good stewardship. The parish 

applied for and received a Payroll 
Protection Program loan to help keep 
everyone employed in May & June. 
We hope it turns into a grant we do not 
need pay back, but we will see.  

So thank you for responding to 
support the parish with other than the 
collection basket! Over 20 households 
started using EFT direct deposit, and 
some are also using the credit card 
link on the archdiocesan website. 
Others faithfully drop contributions 
off or use a stamp. We are grateful! If 
you are considering an automatic EFT 
contribution, there is a form on the 
website or contact the Parish Office.

“Now What?” asks our Easter 
Season theme. It seems considerable 
economic stress lies ahead the next 
two years. Many households will 
struggle. We are all concerned. But 
sharing concerns, needs, graces, 
blessings and life in Christ is the 
purpose of being parish. Please 
contact your parish with your needs. 

Also now, many who give may not 

be able to do what they have. But 
hopefully the shared experience of 
vulnerability to a virus, makes us 
more open to sharing other human 
vulnerabilities? For those who still 
have, will you dig down and share 
more for those who suddenly have 
not? Perhaps some of what you 
planned to donate for SpringFest can 
still be gifted to the parish? Also, the 
2020 tax code includes the CARES 
Act for this year only. It allows a $300 
charitable deduction above the line 
for those who do not itemize on their 
federal taxes. Ask your tax preparer. 
The work of the Gospel is all the more 
needed now!

“Now What?” With all that has 
changed, what never changes, what is 
always “now” is Christ’s promise “I am 
with you always,” fulfilled in sending 
the Holy Spirit: May you experience 
Christ’s “with us” in healing, health, 
peace and shared generosity
Fr. Tom & Fr. Paul

We have three new members joining 
Pastoral Council this summer. Since 
we had three open spots and received 
only three candidates, we will not be 
having an election this year. We want 
to thank outgoing members Crista 
Weber, Fran Paisley, Maria Schmitz and 
outgoing Faith Formation Commission 
member Sara Eisbach for their 
dedicated service to our parish!
Here are the new Pastoral Council 
members:

Bob Anderson 
St Joseph the Worker 
has been Bob and 
his family’s parish for 
almost 40 years. He is 
an active member of our 
parish community. He’s served on 
Pastoral Council many times as well 
as the Social Justice Committee, the 
Stewardship Committee and served as 

a lector and Eucharistic minister.
Bob wants to be part of Pastoral 
Council as we face the issues of 
having had to close our doors due to 
COVID-19 and as we look to rebuild 
our parish community in a healthy and 
safe manner. He wants to help our 
parish to be the best we can be living 
out the mandates of the teachings of 
Jesus in the gospels.

Carrie Bleile 
Carrie and her husband 
have been part of St. 
Joseph the Worker for 
about 10 years. They 
both enjoy music and 
have been involved with Music 
Ministry for most of their married 
life. Carrie believes that the Church 
must work to spiritually uplift and 
welcome people to maintain and grow 
community. Liturgy is the key as it is 

usually the first encounter a person 
has with the parish. If the experience 
is unwelcoming, it defeats the purpose 
of being open and welcoming to all.  
The Church needs to be a place of 
emotional comfort and safety; a place 
to experience God’s love for us and a 
place for us to support one another. 

Dan Rothert 
Dan has been a member 
of St. Joseph the Worker 
since 2006. He and his 
family have loved their 
time at SJTW and really 
believe in the culture and family-
centered community that exists here. 
He wants to continue to build on that 
strong culture and is excited to be able 
give back and help grow the mission 
and vision of SJTW.

Father Tom 
McDermott 
dbq062@dbqarch.org
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AN UPDATE ON OUR SISTER PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY

Where are we with our sister parish 
in Haiti? Since 2013, St. Joseph the 
Worker has had a relationship with 
St. Terese of the Child Jesus Parish 
in Gonaives, Haiti. For the most part, 
it has been one of financial support.  
With our help, Fr. Paul Dorlean has 
built a rectory and part of a school.  
Additionally, our contributions have 
covered his monthly $2,000 parish 
expenses and $1,000 school expenses.  
This regular support has come from 
a relatively small number of our 
parishioners.

In mid-2019, I visited Fr. Paul. Upon 
my departure from the visit, Fr. Paul 
shared his dream: 1) continued school 
expansion, 2) replacement of an 
ineffective water purification system 
to serve the slum community where 
he is located, 3) development of a 
micro-loan program to empower his 
parishioners to become self-sufficient.

Since then, we have been able to 
continue sending him $3,000 monthly 
to cover his operating expenses. A 
few of our parishioners have already 
contributed $12,850 of the $20,000 
needed to purchase and install the 
water purification system. With the 
coronavirus affecting us in recent 
months, we have not been able to 
develop a campaign to raise the 
remaining amount, but the intent is to 
do so once things return to “normal”.  
Several parishioners have stepped 
forward to provide needed leadership 
for all our efforts in Haiti, but a few 
more team members are still needed.

We are presently at a crossroads in 
the direction to take. 

Alternatives include:
• Completion of the water project 

seems like a must since we are 
60% of the way there already.

• Continued limited and only 
financial support. This might 
mean continuation of the $3,000 
per month gift to them. But it 
may mean less if the present 
monthly amount cannot be 
sustained.

• Expansion of the relationship in 
which we would eventually send 
parishioners to visit Haiti on an 
annual or bi-annual basis, further 
enhance our communication 
with St. Terese, and eventually 
consider the school expansion 
and micro-system development.  

Either one of the above options may 
well require our finding another U.S. 
parish to partner with, as sustainability 
of even the lesser option of $3,000 
monthly is questionable.

• Discontinuation of the 
relationship altogether. If 
this option is chosen, it is 
all important that we give 
substantial advance notice to Fr. 
Dorlean as the financial support 
of his parish and school is totally 
dependent on our generosity.

Please lift these possibilities up in 
prayer, asking our Lord for the gift to 
discern the direction that He would 
have us take.  

Haiti is facing the COVID-19 
pandemic as well. They are about four 
weeks behind the United States in 
terms of peaking. Without anywhere 
near the leadership, hospitals and 
equipment we have had available in 
the US, it is expected there will be 
serious negative consequences in the 
weeks and months to come. Fr. Paul 
repeatedly offers 
his prayers for us. 
Let us offer the 
same gift to him 
and to all our most 
vulnerable 
brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we’ve had to push back the dates 
to have photos taken for our new 
parish directory. The new dates are 
scheduled for later in the summer.

SAVE THE DATES:  A photographer 
will be scheduled on site here at SJTW 
for the following dates:  

August 11-15 
September 15-19 
September 22-26

Tuesday - Friday: 2:00-9:00 
Saturday: 9:00-5:00

All pictures will be taken in Martin 
Hall by a professional photographer, 
which will ensure a matching backdrop 
and good photo quality. ALSO, there 
is NO COST to you and you will get 
a complimentary 8 X 10 copy of the 
photo AND your own copy of the 
directory. For our parishioners who 
maybe cannot navigate travel for any 
reason, we will arrange for a picture 
to be taken in your home or special 
arrangements may be made for you to 
still be included in the published copy.   

With the ongoing pandemic, things 
may still change. We’ll let you know 
about any new safety precautions and 
other updates as we learn about them. 
So mark your calendar with the dates, 
discuss it with your family, and keep 
practicing your smile!

Deacon Bill Biver 
dbq061d@dbqarch.org

Lois Leytem 
l.leytem@dbqarch.org



Due to unprecedented times we are facing right now, we 
will not be able to have our normal festival (SpringFest 
2020) this year. However, when everything returns to 
normal, we as a Parish should have a community get 
together: I was thinking of a small meal, some silent auction 
items, our raffle give away, euchre tournament and maybe 
the movie for the kids? I think we should keep this focused 
towards a community event but also a chance to raise 
some money for our parish. Your input and suggestions are 
welcome. You can email me with suggestions at 
jjlucas00@yahoo.com, or call the parish office at 
563-588-1433 with your suggestions and we will see 
what great event we can come up when things finally 
return to something resembling normal. Your help and 
understanding is greatly appreciated!  

Thank You, and God Bless.

Jon Lucas, SpringFest Chair

Friday, November 6 
Internationally known speaker, Matthew Kelly, will be in 
the Madison, WI area on November 6. Tickets have been 
purchased for this event and a bus has been reserved to 
travel to St. John the Baptist Parish in Waunakee to hear 
Mr. Kelly. More information will be forthcoming so mark 
your calendars now for this great event!
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PARISH FESTIVAL UPDATE SAVE THE DATE

LOOKING AHEAD

Jul. 3: Parish Office Closed
Jul. 4: Independence Day
Jul. 14: Priest Transition
Aug. 11-15: Directory Picture Days
Aug. 15: Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Sep. 7: Labor Day, Parish Office Closed
Sep. 15-19: Directory Picture Days
Sep. 22-26: Directory Picture Days

Summer Office Hours 
Memorial Day - Labor Day 
Monday - Thursday: 8:00am-4:00pm 
Friday: 8:00am-1:00pm
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