
 

 

Reaching Out in the Midst of a Pandemic 
 
 It was exactly three months ago that COVID-19 ushered in some major changes at 
St. Joseph the Worker. Beginning March 18, the parish was no longer able to offer 
masses at the Church, a greatly limited access to the parish office was initiated with strict 
health guidelines in place, and all face-to-face committee meetings and parish gatherings 
were indefinitely suspended as the severity of the pandemic became more fully 
understood. 
 Yet, in the midst of these unprecedented changes, SJTW continued to reach out 
to its parishioners and to those in the community who were most greatly affected by the 
coronavirus in new and different ways. The sentences that follow are meant to share with 
you some of the ways your parish responded to the urgent needs of those who felt the 
brunt of the pandemic.   

SJTW’s Social Justice Committee had its last face-to-face meeting on March 2, just 
as the virus’s impact was starting to become more fully known. In the few weeks that 
followed, and in light of changing circumstances about the prohibition on gatherings, the 
group initiated its first-ever virtual gathering via Zoom on April 6, recognizing the vital 
need for its on-going response in the midst of this crisis to carry out the parish’s mission 
as the hands, feet, and voice of Christ to all those who were critically in need.    

Committee members made the commitment that in the coming months they would 
utilize all available social justice funds in the parish to assist with meeting the most urgent 
needs as they became known to us. As a result of that discussion, $2000 was allocated 
to St. Vincent de Paul to aid individuals and families, while an additional $2000 was sent 
to the Dubuque Rescue Mission in support of their efforts to feed and clothe those that 
they serve. In addition, our parish through its Social Justice Committee, sponsored a free 
food distribution in cooperation with St. Stephen’s Food Bank on April 25, where 111 
families were provided with food packages that were prepared in advance and delivered 
by drive-through under the main canopy of the Church. 

The May 4 virtual meeting received the good news that a private donor had 
contributed the funds for the parish’s April Food Giveaway, and so the committee still 
had $1500 available in its Community Assistance Fund to sponsor an additional event as 
soon as needed. Ongoing conversations with St. Stephen’s determined that another 
event at SJTW can now be scheduled for July 18. Although discussions with St. Vincent 
de Paul and Knights of Columbus indicated that they did not require immediate additional 
funding at the present time, the committee voted to designate all of the remaining $4000 
in the parish budget’s Charitable Support and Crisis Fund to groups still in need of 
support by the end of the church’s fiscal year on June 30. As it turned out, an emergency 
situation requiring an immediate response surfaced in the coming days. 

An emergency Zoom meeting was called on May 7 when the critical needs of the 
Marshallese community in Dubuque, who are disproportionally affected by COVID-19, 
became more widely known. In light of that emergency situation, $2000 was allocated to 
Catholic Charities of Dubuque, specifically for the assistance of the Marshallese, 
Hispanic, and Guatemalan immigrant families in the archdiocese. An announcement was 
also made that five individuals and families who had already been contacted were 
making and sewing face masks to be used by those in the parish in need of one. By the 



 

time face-to-face masses resumed on May 29-30, a total of over 200 home-made masks 
were available for distribution where needed. 

The June 1 Zoom meeting focused on continuing relief efforts requiring our 
financial support with donations of $1000 to the Dubuque Area Boys and Girls Club in 
their meals program, and another $1000 to Catholic Charities for support of immigrant 
families suffering from the pandemic. Although social justice funds from the parish 
budget have all been expended as of June 30, some additional private contributions 
over the past year by parishioners who have designated their support of Social Justice 
efforts still remain available for providing assistance. In addition to these contributions, 
donations have also been received regularly for support of our sister parish in Haiti and 
for Fr. Paul’s school in Ghana. These ongoing efforts have supplemented our parish’s 
immediate response to the COVID-19 crisis. 

A complete look at all your parish’s Social Justice efforts over the past twelve 
months is available in a summary from Deacon Bill Biver at theworker.org/social-justice. 
His serves as only a glimpse of the mission that we as a parish embrace in reaching out 
to others, especially those most in need of our love and care. And thanks be to God, our 
outreach has continued unabated even as many in our own parish community have 
suffered from this pandemic. May we continue to be the face, hands and voice of Christ 
to a suffering world in the uncertain weeks and months that still lie ahead. 


