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“For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body … 
and we were all given to drink of one Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:13) 

 
This great feast of the Holy Spirit concludes our Easter season and begins the Church itself. 
Pentecost promises us the Spirit – God’s Spirit that FREED the apostles and now frees us to move 
beyond fear and locked doors into our life and heart with hope and joy for others! 
 
I recall Pope St. John XXIII (a significant leader of Vatican II) speaking of his vision that we needed to 
open the windows of the Church. With everything closed up, we were suffocating! And, here we are 
- over 50 years hence- saying (for many reasons today) -- we are still suffocating! This feast reminds 
us: WE ARE THE CHURCH and we MUST BE RENEWED & REVIVED! 
 
God’s Spirit summons us to REALLY take this journey; it might be helter-skelter. It will not look like 
business as usual. It is our community of St. Joseph’s journey with God’s Spirit who is always 
repeating: “Be not afraid!” Be bold and courageous! Thus, Pentecost has two essential 
perspectives. 
 
The first is the Spirit is given TO EACH of us for our hearts’ renewal and courage. In Baptism and 
Confirmation, we are anointed and have had the hands of God’s minister placed upon us to receive 
the power of God’s Spirit. How are we responding to those graces? How do we need Spirit grace 
these days? In the Church, our voice is needed, whether we come often or never; whether we have 
wounds or joys to share. We all need to speak from the Spirit given to us to assist in the growth of 
the Church. 
 
The second is the power of the Spirit in us and TO US as a COMMUNITY of believers. Being a 
community calls for presence (not only physical but also mental, affective and fraternal), prayer and 
participation. Our lives are windows offering each other new views on the mystery of God’s Spirit 
present among us. A Spirit-filled community needs to grow through: 
 

• Our discipline as a community that we are MORE and GREATER together than alone.  And, 
• Our Community discipline is fostered by the discipline of prayer to be open to God’s Spirit. 

We pray for one another to use & invite our gifts and care for healing, wellness, hope and 
joy.    

 
Our journey of faith will always have its struggles – for us individually and as a community - such as 
these last months have been. But within every struggle is the grace of God’s Spirit. Our prayer 
needs to ask: “Where is the Spirit leading me and also, where is the Spirit leading us?” May we 
entrust our lives and hearts to that Great and Eternal Spirit today.  
 
Happy Feast of Pentecost! 
 
 
 


