
Palm Sunday 2020 
Father Tom 

How quiet is your place, of sheltering in place?                                                      
 Are the voices of worry within, or others in your house, kind of loud? 
 
This Lent started with us considering which voice to listen to for clarity from God about life in the 

midst of all the voices             and noise life holds. 
 Covid 19 may have made life less noisy in some respects…                                                                         

but it has added new confusion, fears, and complexity as well. 
 We are probably talking to God more and that is a good thing.                   
 To pick out God’s still gentle voice is easier if we have been working on hearing it already. 

To remember that when the pandemic is over would be a good fruit from this challenge. 
 
The Scriptures this Palm Sunday hold lots of voices!  
 Crowds crying out about Jesus-- Hosanna in the Highest; 
 All Jerusalem asking “who is this?” that palm is being strewn around as he arrives; 
 Hail Rabbi, and ‘I do not know the man’ is heard from friends who abandon; 
 And more cruelly: Blasphemer, We want Barabbas, Crucify Him,                                                        

If you are the Son of God… save yourself. 
The voice of the Tempter—casting doubt… take care of yourself. 
 
But Jesus does not listen to them… Like Isaiah the prophet in 1st reading says: 
 Morning after morning, God opens my ear, that I may hear…         
What did Jesus hear as he carried His cross through Jerusalem’s streets for us?                                       
 He kept going.  From some deep place of faith He must have heard what he heard from the 

beginning of His journey with us through sacrificial self giving love…                                             
to giving us resurrection-confidence in God the Father … 

  Jesus must have heard: “The Father is faithful…. And “You are my beloved Son.” 
 Despite everything else and everyone else saying “you are alone,”                                                              

Jesus heard “beloved child, of a faithful Father.”  
  So he set his face like flint…all the way to His death for us. 
 
St. Paul reflects today: “He was obedient to the point of death.”                                                                 

The root of the word “obedience” means “to listen.”  To listen. 
 Jesus listened to the Father’s history with Him, to His death…                                                                 

trusting that whatever happened, what happened     would not be end. 
 So Jesus could empty himself st. Paul says of self-concern…                                                                           

of trying to take control of what was in His Father’s hands,                                                                  
and open the ears of his heart to “You are beloved, by a faithful Fr”                                                            
so that we can listen for that same voice in midst of our challenges 

 
When what we hear these days is “be afraid!” “I’m overwhelmed” …  
 Or “be angry, blame, you are alone, or there is not enough to share,” 
 can we instead listen as Jesus did to the voice saying: “you are beloved of a faithful Father”? 
 
 Yes, hear the voice that says: cover cough, wash hands, keep social distance, 
           out of love for your neighbor, but don’t let that voice make you afraid…                                       

and keep you from hearing  “you are beloved of a faithful Father.”  
 Don’t fear, don’t close your heart…Listen to Jesus’ example. 
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Might this unique Holy Week with so much separation from life & loves we know,                                        
become a gift for identifying with Jesus in His passion?           

 A time to let the quiet help us better hear the Father say to us:                                                                  
you are beloved, and I am faithful! 

  So we can let Jesus call us to our own crosses of selfless, trusting love                                                    
and in that make our lives into the voice of God speaking to other fearful hearts….                 
You are beloved, and God is faithful. 

 
 
 


