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“You Were Once in Darkness, 

 but Now You are Light in the Lord.” 
“Go and Wash” 

 
ALWAYS, our God is with us and God is ALWAYS in the middle of our life, bringing darkness to 
light in new ways. Last weekend, we reflected on the woman at the well and her encounter of a 
different kind, with Jesus, and how changed she was through openness to that grace. Today, we 
have another encounter – a blind man’s and all that his openness and trust led him to see.  Oh, 
and yes, we have OUR encounter, with unknown forces, being tossed into the desert – not of our 
choosing, unfamiliar territory -- living through our own social and interpersonal tsunami --  no one 
is untouched and yet, in these surreal Lenten days... God is with us, more than ever.  
 
We have been pushed into the starkness of desert living. We only need a few moments in that 
pretty unfamiliar and somewhat fearful place of solitude to refocus and then appreciate that the 
desert itself has beauty - a flowering all its own. 
 
That is not to deny the considerable fear and trauma accompanying THIS desert experience for 
all of us. Our new, forced-upon-us Lenten sacrifice of “staying home” - being with, present to, and 
even enjoying one another – in our homes fulltime – can be hard, but can also be a true gift to 
our spouse, children, and our own hearts. Our everyday, ordinary life of going, doing, buying, 
selling, watching, dining, entertaining and building has shut down; is erased, stopped, gone, a 
threat, almost like the forbidden fruit in another garden. Everything that consumed our mind, 
heart and time, everything that took us from our home, our family, has ceased, with lingering 
threats, that crossing some forbidden threshold, we will risk our very life. We are left with, “Go 
home.” “Go and wash” – much like the blind man in today’s Gospel reading.   
 
What all are we washing away by this cleansing? What might we “see” differently? Several 
discoveries surface. 
 
Surely, we begin to appreciate that our lives have been built around our interpersonal 
connectedness, our getting together, working together, communing over initiatives, and serving 
the needs of the larger world. That treadmill of activity has been all consuming for most people.   
Most everyone dressed their lives in favored sports teams, that nightly activity and all weekend 
absorption in competitions. And now we step back. 
 
We “Go and Wash.” Reruns have not nearly the interest. And now, we begin to read, play games, 
cook and bake together, hang around each other and interact as a family, that nucleus bonding 
that is so critical to healthy living. Children begin to wish they could go to school, how rare is that 
awareness! And yet, even they welcome having the time for each other. 
 
And gratitude grows. We begin to appreciate what we now see, like the blind beggar. Maybe 
something of a beggar’s heart must be in us to really see clearly. When we don’t have many 
things, we see from within. In our Gospel the beggar could ‘not see’ but had insight. The learned 
Pharisees could ‘see’ but had no insight. After the beggar followed Jesus’ command: “Go and 



Wash,” he possessed both: sight and insight. He knew Jesus was a prophet. He proclaimed all 
that had happened to him. He shared his truth humbly and openly. He became a chosen disciple 
and lived out of that grace. 
 
With our churches closed, let us open wide our domestic church, our family church, and really live 
from that grace. Pray at home, before meals, at bedtime. Say the rosary as Pope Francis 
recommends. In our Baptism, we are anointed and called priest, prophet, and king. How might we 
become our own holy family, finding patience, creative play, and valued listening -- the blessings 
hidden in these different days? 
 
How we meet the challenge of these sequestered days is ours to choose and to model for our 
children. How can we make the most of this desert grace and let it flower in those around us?  
New life born of this very ‘inconvenient truth’ surrounding coronavirus will strengthen us as we 
care for one another and as we “Go and wash.” Removing the far too busy, far too full, far too 
bent upon winning and beating, achieving and accumulating, we will experience new possibilities 
within simplicity and solitude. In this desert struggle we face, we can find an unexpected joy and 
gratitude for what is and what has been. ALWAYS, God is with us, within us and around us. Let us 
be light to one another, light in the darkness. 


