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“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased” (Mt. 3:17) 

 
The day of our baptism or our children’s baptism is a wonderful day filled with God’s graces, 
blessings and joy. However, my memory of my baptism is quite different, and it has had a long and 
painful history. Like John the Baptist who felt reluctant to baptize Jesus, the pastor of my home 
parish refused me the sacrament of baptism at the age of seven because of my physical stature. 
Not until my twin sister refused to be baptized that day, because we were born the same day, I 
would have been denied the sacrament. This bitter experience has been a scare in my mind till 
today, although I have found room in my heart to forgive this priest.  
 
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord. This Feast concludes the liturgical 
season of Christmas and begins what we call the Ordinary Time. Today’s Feast begins Jesus’ public 
ministry, when our Lord will begin to become a public figure and become noticed. It is appropriate 
that the mission of our Lord begins with baptism just as baptism is the beginning of Christian life, 
our journey of faith. I would like us to reflect on what happened when Jesus was baptized and what 
it means for us. 
 
The opening of the Heavens with Holy Spirit descending as a dove upon Jesus, and the Voice 
declaring of Jesus, "This is My beloved Son with Whom I am well pleased," are God's revelation to 
mankind of the Mystery of the Most Holy Trinity- Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.  Baptism brings 
us into the very Trinitarian life of God, that ongoing infinite and eternal exchange of love among 
those three persons (Mt. 28:19).  
 
Baptism of Jesus (the Son) 
We all know that Jesus doesn’t need to be baptized. He doesn’t receive baptism, but he is the 
source of baptism. Jesus submitted to baptism not out of his need but in order to give us an 
example and to prepare the waters of baptism for our sanctification. He wants to do this to fully 
incorporate himself to us and to associate himself with us and to submit himself entirely to his 
Father’s will. Jesus’s baptism is a sign of our own baptism. It reminds us of our identity and mission, 
who we are and Whose we are. There is more expected from us once we are baptized than just 
referring to ourselves as Christians and just saying we believe in Jesus. Baptism identifies us as 
God’s beloved children and our mission is to follow Jesus to help create the kingdom of God—a 
kingdom of justice, healing, liberation, etc. We are called to be little Christs, to do what Christ did. 
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We become Christ’s mind, feet, heart in the world. The question is, do we have personal 
relationship and friendship with Jesus? This is why I recommend CEW for you this February. 
 
The Father’s Voice:  
In today’s gospel a voice came from heaven saying of Jesus “you are my beloved son, with whom 
I am well pleased”. This is an explicit manifestation of Jesus’s identity as the Son of God. It is the 
Father’s approval and affirmation of Jesus as the “Chosen One”, “Beloved Son” on whom his favor 
rests. If Christ really is God's Son, as today's gospel proclaims Him to be, isn't this precisely where 
our life should be centered? In our day to day life, with all its challenges and its possibilities, do we 
fix our eyes on Jesus? Do we really listen to his voice each day? In our baptism, our Heavenly 
Father said the exact same thing for each and every one of us, you are my son, you are my 
daughter, my favor rests on you. How do these words impact positively in our lives? Do we live 
lives pleasing to God as His beloved sons and daughters? 
 
The descent of the Holy Spirit: 
Today is the day for us to remember the graces we have received in Baptism and to faithfully renew 
our Baptismal promises. Just like Jesus at the Jordan, every baptized believer is formed and called 
by God, empowered with the presence of the Spirit and elevated as a beloved child of God. Indeed, 
we are Christians - literally “anointed ones.” In our baptism there is a purifying by water, but also 
an enlightening by the Spirit who asks us to go beyond our boundaries, beyond the familiar, 
beyond our level of comfort. The Holy Spirit implanted in baptism provides the necessary spiritual 
fuel for our contribution to the spread of the kingdom of God.  
 
The Holy Spirit comes upon us in our baptism and fills us with His gifts and talents meant to be 
used for the upbuilding of the Church. Ask yourself today, what am I doing with the gifts and talents 
given to me by the Holy Spirit? Do I consider using my gifts to serve by joining any ministry in the 
Church, such as the Parish Life Committee? Just as Jesus carried out His mission unleashing the 
Holy Spirit which descended upon him from heaven, we too must put that same gift of the Holy 
Spirit to good use, so that like Jesus, we will deserve to hear these words from our heavenly Father 
“This is my beloved son. This is my beloved daughter, in whom I am well pleased.” Happy Feast 
Day of the Lord’s Baptism!!!  
 
 
“In all the baptized from first to last, the sanctifying power of the spirit is at work impelling us 
to evangelization. All the baptized whatever their position in the Church or their level of 
instruction in the faith are agents of evangelization. The new evangelization calls for personal 
involvement on the part of each of the baptized. Every Christian is challenged here and now to 
be actively engaged in evangelization. Indeed, anyone who has truly experienced God’s saving 
love doesn’t need much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love” 
(POPE FRANCIS) 


