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Fear not!” 

“She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger” 
“There was no room for them in the Inn” 

 
This Advent season we’ve journeyed toward our own Bethlehem, through our own circumstance, just as Mary 
and Joseph responded to a census -- each of us, awaiting new life. 
 
Jesus’ birth through a young Jewish woman, little more than a teen, his birth in a stable for animals, his birth 
as an infant, and his birth to a carpenter surprised the people who awaited this promised Savior. Everything 
about Jesus’ birth shattered the expectations of the people. Even today, Jesus shatters expectations. 
 
“She laid him in a manger.” Jesus is always being born into the most humble of dwellings. He is born into 
the brokenness of heart and disappointments of everyday life. We so often expect the Savior of our faith to 
come with an easy life for us, great health, secure finances, a joyful heart and many friends, … and all of 
that…all the time, because we do have faith and hope. Yet, life reveals a more challenging reality, the one 
that uses the wood of the stable for the wood of the cross. 
 
“There was no room for them in the Inn.” Jesus became homeless and had to endure the cold winter night. 
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him (Jn. 1:11). What a blessing that becomes 
that there was no room for Jesus in the Inn! It teaches us that Jesus can and will be born into the most bleak 
of circumstances. That gives us an unexpected hope that we are never alone, and God is in every moment, 
no matter how ugly or difficult. For many of us, our life is blessed with hard work, sacrifice, a few good friends, 
a bit of health some of the time, a good bit of worry over safety, stretched finances, difficult relationships, and 
questioning faith with its fragile hope. And, into THAT humble reality, is exactly where Jesus is born today!  
 
Jesus comes to birth in the middle of our need if we open the door to his presence. Is there a room in your 
heart for Him to be born? Is there a room in your life for God to write His story tonight? Jesus awaits our 
turning to Him to really be the Savior of our heart, to believe beyond doubt, to trust beyond fear and to love 
through all that comes to us. We choose to bring Jesus to birth within our life, with all of its needs. We must 
look for him in all of the humble stables that surround everyday life. Accept the invitation of God that your 
own life, your home, and your heart is where Jesus asks to be born. Accept that love as Jesus’ favor, 
choosing to be born into the simplicity of your life. 
 
I am struck that into this amazing moment, we again have an angel appearing to shepherds at a distance, 
reassuring them as they seek the Lord: “Fear not!” That very message is repeated more often than any other 
in our scriptures. Everyday, no matter the circumstance, we can hear the angels saying to us: as they said to 
Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and to all who follow Jesus: “Fear not.” 
 
Fear not whatever causes the most anxiety, worry, stress, depression, or weigh you down. Jesus is born into 
the heart of our lives giving us courage to walk through whatever we fear. Jesus is with us, in us, leading us. 
Everything about Jesus’ birth was very humble. We will discover Jesus in our most humbling moments as 
well.   
 
My Christmas wish for you is that the Word that was made flesh in Bethlehem, will be made flesh in your life 
and in your heart, that you will carry the Word of God with you as you go, that you will join the angels singing: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth to all people” because opening the gift of Christmas will be 
my life’s mission. Go and glorify the Lord Jesus with your life and actions and be an instrument of peace 
wherever you find yourself. I wish everyone a very joyful and holy Christmas.   


