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“Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.” 

“Justice shall flourish and the fullness of peace forever” 
“Something more!” 

 
Each Sunday of Advent, joy brings us closer and closer to the birth of Christ, to that “Something More” that has 
changed the world forever. This Kingdom of God where justice flourishes and the fullness of peace is everyone’s gift, 
is beautifully described today in our 1st reading from Isaiah.  Shattering our small kingdom expectations, God’s 
kingdom offers so much more! But that will only happen with our help. 
 
Our readings offer two essential tools for building this kingdom together. We must: 
 

1. BECOME a prophetic voice and LISTEN for prophetic voices in our midst and,  
2. Secondly: Reconcile and be converted. 

 
The people of Judea were in search of a Kingly leader. They noticed John the Baptist – who wouldn’t notice that odd 
character -- homeless, roaming in the wilderness, eating locusts, and wearing camel’s hair. As a curiosity, he drew 
crowds, but he brought a fiery prophetic message out of that desert. He confronted the righteous leaders, (You 
brood of vipers!”), who had the power, position and prestige but whose leadership was not renewing the people. The 
everyday people wanted a flourishing justice and a forever peace…much like we do today. 
 
We need those prophetic voices or conditions that will startle or confront us to bring “MORE of CHRIST’S LIGHT” into 
our lives and hearts. What will move us with passionate concern to act? Will it be sex trafficking or school violence, 
opioid addictions and deaths, hunger or homelessness as we sing our “Joy to the World?” How do we spread the joy 
where it is needed most? 
 
Truly, many of us struggle a bit ourselves during this hectic season.  Sometimes, “Layers of darkness surround us” 
even as we search for that “Joy to the World” – the voice of hope or flicker of light. After gifts are wrapped and 
homes decorated, we feel a lingering emptiness, and often, some depression. What is missing? 
 
John’s prophetic message includes: repent, confess, be baptized and reconciled. These choices help us put Christ 
back into our Christmas.  We very much need our own repentance, our turning away from and turning to our 
something more, something better. What “turning” do I need in order to begin a real conversion of heart, of mind, of 
attitude?  
 
Real change is difficult for us. We get comfortable in our patterns of living. Our lives might occasionally be 
punctuated by something different, but the regular, ordinary is what we gravitate toward, even if it is not especially 
good for us. John’s words bring us a great PUSH if we really want this encounter with the divine. Preparing for Christ 
during this Advent – through repentance and conversion of heart - is the most important gift we can give ourselves. 
Some psychologists would say, “To change one thing and make it a habit, is to change everything.” Are we willing? 
 
 John concludes his message with: “ANOTHER is coming who will baptize you with fire and the Holy Spirit!” That 
baptism with fire and the Holy Spirit is the baptism that bears great fruit  
 
Sometimes we see that fire gift in someone, but not nearly often enough. Most of us live our faith from our 
comfortable, ordinary and quiet corners where there is dedication and constancy for sure, but not much passion.  
Perhaps we’re all a bit guilty of not wanting to ruffle the feathers or offend anyone’s sensitivities. Parents tell me, “I 
don’t speak of my desire for my children to really choose and practice our faith because I don’t want to upset 
them…maybe in time they will see…” Perhaps there is a time for that quiet, and perhaps there is a moment for more, 
for our prophetic voice.  
 
Most of us know that whatever life throws at us, we do need a good bit of faith, to survive. “Produce good fruit as 
evidence of your repentance.” (And, lest we forget, “the axe sits at the foot of the unproductive tree.”) How will we 
bring Christ into the center of our Christmas, finding greater joy, justice and peace? Let us pray for courage to build 
that kingdom where Christmas really celebrates Christ. 


