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Sir. 50:22-24 / Ps. 145 / 1 Cor. 1:3-9 /Lk. 17:11-19 
 

“Has none but this foreigner returned to give thanks to God?” (Lk. 17:19) 
 

“In all circumstances, give thanks, for this is the will of God for you in Christ 
Jesus” (1 Thess. 5:18) 

Our Bold Thankfulness 
 
First: In many people’s minds, Thanksgiving is the BIGGEST day of celebration in the entire year 
because it was created for and includes ALL Americans. It is celebrated in nearly every home, 
has its own liturgy and traditional meals and family gatherings. We at SJTW and SC, wanting to 
share this meal with those in need, provide those “special meals” to many who come to our door. 
This “giving” of our own bounty is one way we say thank you.   
 
Second: This day of gratitude remembers our history: the pilgrims who fought to establish 
freedom of religion for all people. This land was to be a sanctuary, a place where the principles of 
Christian life prospered in the hearts and homes of all. Unfortunately, today, many of those values 
are being challenged, denied or abandoned – resulting in much of the chaos we find in this 
homeland today. How might we restore the pilgrims’ vision?  
 
And thirdly, from our Gospel, we ask: “Where are the other nine?” Let us not be among the 
“Other nine.”  What is our gratitude? Gratitude must find expression. It only lives as it is voiced, 
spoken, given back, and spread around. How have we expressed it?   
 

• Gratitude for God is our first obligation in faith. The Eucharist, from the Greek word 
Eucharistia, meaning “thanksgiving”, is our finest and richest place of thanksgiving. It 
might be worthy of some thought: “How do we really thank God for being God, for giving 
us life and faith, for the grace of today, and for the many blessings we enjoy – both asked 
for and unexpected? 

 
• Gratitude for the Country: “In all circumstances, give thanks”. "Have you ever paused 

and GIVEN thanks to God for the blessings and privileges of being an American citizen? 
For living in the land of freedom, liberty and security; land of abundance of basic needs 
like water and food? Have you ever thanked God for the dedicated, committed and 
patriotic people who provide various services for the wellbeing of the country? 

  
• Gratitude for family and friends: Gratitude can never be overdone. People need to feel 

appreciated. Our gratitude honors others and helps them feel valued to continue the 
good things they offer to others. Count your blessings, name them one-by-one and be 
thankful especially for the gift of family. 

 
• And a challenging gratitude: gratitude for our struggles and sufferings – those places 

where we really need to find God’s strength and presence to help us through. To know 
God is with us makes all the difference in our walk of pain or brokenness or search for 
faith or hope.   

 



We are blessed to have this day to remind us…be grateful; give thanks, not just today, but 
everyday. Let us be like the grateful leper, whose word of thanksgiving brought him great healing 
of heart and life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


