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As sure as the sun rises in the east” prefaced more than a few statements 
of fact from adults in family. You can put faith in this. 

 Most, but not all of them, proved to be as dependable as that sunrise. 
IPR had an interview on a book 2 women wrote about vacation things to 

do on each planet. Mercury, b/c it rotates at 2 mph, vs earth at 1000 
mph, allows you to stroll w/ coffee and stay in sunrise for hrs! 

 
Prophet Malachi speaks about a sunrise of God’s justice for world:            

a sun that will burn up evildoers,                                                                
but be healing rays for those who desire what God desires…           
for those who have readied for God, by faithful walking w/ now.  

  
 In our worship, the Resp Ps is our response to the 1st reading. 
  Today’s is: The Lord comes to rule the earth w/ justice. 
  Do you put as much faith in the Lord coming, as in your 

expectation of sunrise?                   
Is it helpful to see this “sun of justice” that consumes evil …                  

yet heals what has hurt from the challenge to persevere in faith… 

as coming into the unshielded glare of God’s passion for my joy?  
 It burns away what is not of God.  
 
Facing that sun, I would turn away if my identity were wrapped up in 

something that is not of God, even in something beautiful that I 
seek or pursue (like the temple in the Gospel).  

 
 It is easy enough to have even something good: parenting, 

volunteering, physical fitness or developing abilities, become an 
idol that takes God from our center, and what I most identify with. 

But, if my identity were wrapped up in a relationship with God, I would 
feel healed when whatever distracted from that relationship is 
removed. 
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 So Jesus reminds us similarly in the Gospel: don’t get too attached to 
the present state of the world - even the beautiful parts, even your 
life here! It all pales in comparison to the life God has in mind. 

 
How, then, can I cultivate a disposition from which to meet God’s 

justice and feel healed… rather than destroyed?  
 I’d need to align my identity with God’s idea of justice, rather than 

my own. I’d need to practice mercy, to forgive others and myself. 
I’d need to practice love, to choose the good of another.  

  I’d need to practice service, to meet people who awaken my 
compassion and grow in kinship with them.  

 
 As my own ability to empathize and feel compassion grows,                           

I will begin to see people as precious, the way God does.                                   
I will come to know that others’ healing is my healing, too.  

 Maybe then the sun of justice will feel like healing rays. 
 
Jesus sees our growth to be about the things of God taking place                 

in a world of opposition.  
 Things will get confusing, frightening, life-threatening.                     

You’ll be hated! 
  Do you feel that about today? Do you feel it when you hear our 

faith-stance on immigration or care for the environment is ruining 
country, or on same-sex relations or calling abortion what it is     
are bigoted     or hateful? 

 Do family members resent you for challenging them to live faith? 
 It does not seem just at all…trying to do/be good,…  
 Christian life is hard. 
 
 St Luke at time of writing the Gospel, the apostles are mostly dead. 

Temple has been thrown down…Christians blamed for fire that 
burned Rome… Where is Jesus’ return? 

  Where is the justice for those who put faith in Him. 
   Christian life is hard. Countercultural. 
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 But stay faithful… not a hair on head will be destroyed.  
  Put faith in that, says Jesus.  The sun will come up. 
 
 As we come to the end of the liturgical year, these end-times readings 

invite me sit w/ the questions: What does God’s justice look like? 
What does God’s justice feel like, to me? 

 
In scripture, clearly God’s is not the prosperity Gospel some tout.            
 Wealth/peace/ease is not a sign of God’s favor, lack not a sign of dis-

favor.  Jesus tells us, God’s justice lifts up the poor;                                     
holds servants in highest esteem; forgives the unforgiveable;    
loves when it hurts most to love. 

 
 

In St. Mt’s Gospel, Jesus tells us “the sun rises on just and unjust alike. 
 Faced with that and all the other demands placed on faith, and hope…      

all the temptations to tame heaven and take its power to give hope,  
  … Jesus commends us to perseverance to secure our lives…              
 Perseverance in relying on God’s faithfulness as more sure than 

sunrise, and in living God’s justice now— 
  
God’s justice—relationships that look like God’s relationships with us--                    

not equality of stuff, comfort now… in proportion to sacrifice… 
 … is fruit of persevering in making what God wants what I want;  

persevering in how God is, how I want to be,                                     
when the sun of justice rises 

 
 


