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Join us on the last Sunday in October 
for a community-building celebration!

Chili Supper 
Enjoy some tasty chili and get to know 
your fellow parishioners! Join your 
parish family in the gym for a free-will 
chili supper and other fun activities!

Ministry Fair 
Come find your calling and see how 
you can help your parish do amazing 
things! Members of parish committees 
and ministries will be geared up to talk 
to you, answer your questions and help 
you find the perfect role for you to play 
in the life of your parish!

Trunk and Treat 
Decorate the trunk of your car for 
Halloween and bring some treats! 
Kids can wear their costumes and 
go around the parking lot for an 
unforgettable Trick-or-Treating 
experience with their parish family! 
To learn more, contact Ann Sirianni at 
a.sirianni@dbqarch.org.

As you can see, it’s going to be an 
exciting Sunday! We hope to see you 
there! Be sure to check our Facebook 
page for more details as they come! If 
you have any questions, call the Parish 
Office at 563-588-1433.

TRUNKS, TREATS & EATS

Father Tom 
McDermott
dbq062@dbqarch.org

St. Joseph the Worker Church
Living the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a welcoming Catholic community by building faith together  

through worship, faith formation and service to each other, our community and the world.

FROM THE PASTOR

The fine swine to 
the left is not an 
old friend from my 
farm. At 1,254 lbs, 
“Captain” won the 
biggest boar trophy 
at the 2019 Iowa 
State Fair. Where 
else but in Iowa 

with its agri-culture would such a being 
be celebrated! But that is what fairs 
do—celebrate and cultivate pride in 
one’s culture. Our State Fair is a great 
state fair!

In a few weeks on Sunday, October 
27 our Parish Life committee will 
be hosting a free-will donation Chili 
Supper for the parish. We won’t have 
the usual Fall Festival early in October 

this year. We moved that long-time 
expression of our parish culture to the 
last weekend in April. I can’t wait to see 
what the parish Crafters come up with 
to decorate the start of the growing 
season. They were so creative about 
harvest themed things! And there will 
be fun as well as food for all ages!

Whether spring or fall, those festivals 
are only possible because we have 
nurtured a culture of sharing life 
together beyond Mass. A dedicated 
group are putting a lot of time and 
love for us and Jesus into this and 
other events and ministries. We can’t 
do what Christ asked us to do—be salt 
and light to transform the world—if we 
never engage the world around us. 
Engagement won’t happen if we only 
see each other’s Christianity from the 
pews! That would be a pretty sterile 
culture and such sterility has nothing 
in common with the Lord who brought 
life out of death! No surprise Catholics 
resist efforts to legislate faith-values 
out of civic discourse, and make 

freedom of religion into freedom to 
pray in Church.

To help deepen our 
culture of shared life 
as well as faith, that 
chili supper on Oct. 
27 will also contain 
a Ministry Fair. No 
livestock shows or 
butter-Big Bird, Bert & Ernie. The only 
things made with dairy will be there to 
be eaten! Ministry Fairs give one the 
chance to visit with those in ministries 
or committees, and discover there 
are simple, time-limited roles to play 
in parish life for everyone. Whether 
you are comfortable in front of the 
Sunday assembly, one-on-one visiting, 
preparing mailings in the parish office, 
or running the screens so all can sing, 
there is a ministry that will express 
your faith. Come Oct. 27 and help us 
cultivate a culture of life, faith and love 
together that is anything but boring!
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October 27 
5:00-7:00pm



We’re thrilled to welcome Lois Leytem 
to the staff as our new Faith Formation 
Administrative Assistant! Lois is a 
long-time parishioner and comes to 
us with many years of experience 
with administrative work! Lois is who 
RE parents can turn to if they have 
questions about their account, their 
child will be absent from class, they 
would like to be a door monitor, and 
more. Welcome, Lois! It’s so great to 
have you on board!

For eight years Carol Maas has been: 
the friendly face at the door of our 
Wednesday evening Faith-Formation 
program; the cheery voice on the 
phone arranging substitute catechists 
or responding to parents’ questions; 
the Welcome! received at Treasure 
lunches; and the organizer who made 
everything from class lists to clean 
dish-towels appear when and where 
needed. Carol is taking her faith, her 
care, and her many abilities to another 
opportunity to serve this fall and 
has resigned as our Faith-Formation 
program administrative assistant. We 
are so grateful she remains in the 
parish!! Thank you Carol for all you 
have done for our work of handing on 
the Faith! May God bless you in the 
measure of love with which you have 
generously blessed us!
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BEHOLD YOUR CHILD

An unsettling statistic states that each 
year approximately 1 out of every 4 
pregnancies ends in miscarriage, 
stillbirth or the death of a newborn 
child. Since Catholics believe that 
life begins at conception, we must 
therefore recognize that all pregnancy 
loss results in the death of a human 
being…a Child of God. Parents who 
were anticipating new life are now 
confronted with death. These deaths 
result in millions of parents and families 
grieving the loss of a child. Since it 
is almost certain that some of these 
hurting people are in the parishes of 
our archdiocese, Behold Your Child 
was created by the Archdiocesan 
Family Life Office to assist parish 
communities in ministering to those 
who fall into that statistic.

Several members of St. Joseph 
the Worker parish recently attended 
a Behold Your Child training session 
and are now working to provide 
various tools to assist those dealing 
with the death of a child. A section 
of the stained-glass windows of our 
parish church beautifully depict the 
Beatitudes which Jesus taught his 
disciples. One of the Beatitudes tells 
us, ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted.’ As Jesus’ 
disciples, we are to provide comfort, 
here and now in this life, in addition to 
the comfort and grace offered to the 
sorrowful through Jesus Christ. The 
ministry of Behold Your Child looks to 

meet the needs of those dealing with 
the painful grief of losing a child.

Whether you or someone you know 
has lost a child within the last week, 
the last year or the last fifty years, 
our trained parishioners are here to 
help. Whether you are the parent, 
grandparent, sibling, extended family 
member or friend of the family that 
has been touched by such a loss, 
please feel free to reach out so we 
can provide support and resources. 
This ministry is not intended to ‘save’ 
anyone, nor are we here to solve the 
challenges of those who suffer, or 
even to provide answers to all of the 
questions they might have. Our parish 
simply wants to provide a ministry of 
presence in which listening and being 
available to those who suffer are the 
most important aspects.  

To learn about the resources 
available or to connect with one of the 
trained Behold Your Child ministers of 
our parish, contact Donna at the parish 
office, or refer to our parish website 
which also contains helpful information 
about this new ministry. 

We will have a new Mass schedule 
for Christmas Eve this year. Please 
keep these new times in mind as we 
get closer! Overflow seating will be 
available in Martin Hall. The 4:00 Mass 
is expected to be incredibly busy. 
We’re anticipating a packed house. If 
you would like to avoid the stress of 
large crowd sizes and to help alleviate 
some of the pressure on that Mass, we 
encourage you to try the 6:30 Mass. 
Whichever Mass you attend, we look 
forward to celebrating with you!

Christmas Eve
4:00pm 
6:30pm Contemporary
10:00pm

Christmas Day 
8:30am 
11:00am Contemporary

Lois Leytem
l.leytem@dbqarch.org

Thank you, 
Carol Maas!

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

WELCOME, LOIS!

FAREWELL, CAROL!



Volume 22, Issue 23 ●

theworker.org

Just a reminder that our Octoberfest 
has been transformed into SpringFest!
Join us the last weekend of April for a 
new spin on our parish festival!

April 26, 2020

Among the great graces your three 
new pastors received when we 
arrived was having capable and 
experienced staff members to help St. 
Joseph the Worker Parish life and her 
ministries not miss a beat in this year 
of transition. This was especially a gift 
in that we were busy figuring out how 
to lead the seminary too! Ms. Kerry 

Rogers was certainly an important part 
of that stability and ongoing service to 
us all as parish Business Manager. For 
someone who ran his farm accounting 
out of a shoebox and a checkbook, her 
support in human resource and fiscal 
matters was needed and appreciated! 
Kerry has been offered and has 
accepted a position with the city of 
Dubuque. Happily Kerry, Rob and their 
family are remaining in the parish! We 
thank you Kerry for the many areas of 
parish life your work enriched, and ask 
God’s blessing on your way forward!

Fr. Tom, Fr. David & Fr. Paul

In response to quite a few parishioners 
asking about my trip to our sister 
parish in Haiti in late July, here is a 
brief re-cap:

On July 25, I arrived in Cap-Haitian 
in northern Haiti. Fr. Paul Dorlean 
met me at the airport with Fr. Roland 
Vilfort, who translated. We drove to 
Gonaives where our sister parish is 
located. The 38-mile trip over rutted, 
stony mountain roads took four hours.  

My eyes were quickly opened to 
emaciated animals and Haitian people 
living in concrete block shacks. City 
streets along the way were filled with 
piles of garbage and debris. 

I was welcomed by 95+ degree 
heat and 100% humidity throughout 
my stay. We stayed at the rectory 
built through SJTW parishioners’ 
contributions in the slums of Gonaives. 
Most people moved to this mountain 
area several years ago when a 
hurricane destroyed their downtown 
homes. From the balcony, the city 
looked like a maze of dilapidated 
shacks tightly squeezed together.

I was privileged to baptize 5 
babies at Friday morning Mass. After 
breakfast, we visited the remains of 
the parish church downtown. They 
currently worship in an open pavilion 
where a summer camp, which we were 
sponsoring, was being held for the 
children. Seeing them joyfully sing us 
a song of welcome brought tears to 
my eyes.

Our next stop was the school 
built through SJTW parishioners’ 
generosity. It consists of two grade 
levels. In striking contrast to our 
schools was the garbage pile with 
stray sheep and goats eating from it in 
the forefront of the schoolyard.  

We visited with the Pastoral Council 
for 1.5 hours. Shortly after, 
Fr. Paul was delighted 
when I gave him a new 
computer from SJTW 
and a monstrance with 
Dubuque altar bread, so his 
parish could begin having 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  

On Saturday, it was time to celebrate 
Holy Matrimony. My highlight was Fr. 
Paul calling me over to witness the 
wedding vows.

After that, it was on to visit the Vicar 
General, Msgr. Nicholas Victesse, who 
gave us a tour of St. Charles Borromeo 
Cathedral. 

From there we made six Communion 
calls to homebound elderly women. 
The interior of the houses were like 
squalid caves with no electricity. 
Though one of the women could 
barely walk, she still graciously 
insisted on getting each of us a chair 
to sit on. Giving them Communion was 
one of the most moving experiences 
of the trip. It helped me appreciate 
what Mother Teresa said about seeing 
the face of Jesus in the poor.

During Sunday Mass, two young 
adults received Communion for 
the first time. I assisted as deacon, 
preparing the altar and inviting 
the Sign of Peace in English. The 
community presented me with a 
plaque. I offered words of gratitude on 
behalf of St. Joseph the Worker.

After lunch, Fr. Paul shared his hope 
of expanding the school 1 classroom 
per year over the next 6 years at a 
cost of $30K per year, getting a water 
purification system at a cost of $7,000, 
and developing a micro-credit system 
for the poor of the area. The idea 
is the parish would provide a $200 
loan to parishioners to help them get 
started in self-employment.

On Monday morning, it was off to 
return home to the US.
For more on Deacon Bill’s Trip to Haiti, visit 
theworker.org/my-recent-experience-in-haiti

Thank you, 
Kerry Rogers!

Deacon Bill Biver 
dbq061d@dbqarch.org

FAREWELL, KERRY!

MY RECENT EXPERIENCE IN HAITI

SPRINGFEST



Sept. 28-29: Letter to a Suffering Church Discussions
Oct. 1: Treasure Luncheon
Oct. 1: Letter to a Suffering Church Discussion
Oct. 5: Pet Blessing
Oct. 9: First Reconciliation Parent Meeting
Oct. 13: Confirmation Class
Oct. 14: Moms Group
Oct. 19-20: Anointing of the Sick at all Masses
Oct. 27: Trunks, Treats & Eats (Chili Supper, Trunk & Treat)
Oct. 30: St. Pat’s Meal
Nov. 1: All Saints Day - 12:00 noon & 6:00pm Mass
Nov. 2-3: Celebration of Remembrance
Nov. 4 - Mar. 2: Night Novena Mondays
Nov. 5: Treasure Luncheon
Nov. 10: Confirmation Class
Nov. 11: Moms Group
Nov. 23-24: Feast of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Nov. 28-29: Parish Office Closed
Nov. 28: Thanksgiving - 9:00am Mass
Nov. 29: Christmas Giving Tree Goes Up

Thank you so much to everyone who has contributed 
to our Every Drop Counts campaign! Your generous 
support means a great deal and is helping to ensure that 
the physical roof over our head provides adequate and 
sustainable space to gather, serve and deepen in our faith! 

So far,

$293,745 
has been raised/pledged.

We are still

$106,255 
away from our goal.

If you would still like to contribute and haven’t yet, there is 
still time to return your envelope and donation to the Parish 
Office! We are so grateful for your support! If you have any 
questions, call the Parish Office at 563-588-1433.
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