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 “He fell at the feet of Jesus and thanked him.” 

 
Have we ever given a gift, a wedding gift or baby gift, and wondered if the persons received it or 
liked it? Have we sent our children birthday or Christmas gifts and hoped for a nice (old fashioned) 
note from them…only to be somewhat disappointed? 
 
As we hear today of gratitude stories in both Namaan’s and the Samaritan’s lives, our own stories do 
come to mind. Gratitude is probably one of the most necessary but neglected of virtues today. As 
we break open these two stories, we learn important aspects of gifting from both the giver’s and the 
receiver’s perspective. 
 
A true gift is a free offer from the heart rather than an obligation. It is often spontaneous, sometimes 
deeply thought through, consequential to the giver, intentional, and frequently sacrificial. It carries 
love, compassion or justice across the miles from one heart to another. It reveals something of love 
and care without words.   It always costs something: time, interest, planning, and purpose.   
 
Gifting from one person to another participates in something very dear to the heart of God. God is 
the ultimate giver and the ultimate gift. God gives himself, in Jesus, and that grace is something we 
participate in when we gift one another. Unlike us, Jesus doesn’t need the return, although today, 
he does ask Namaan why only one healed leper returned. For Jesus, that is a question posed to 
inform the healed individual that they ought to acknowledge such a gift – because it is good for 
THEM, not needed by Jesus.     
 
For us, as recipients of good gifts, we are challenged today to examine our practice of gratitude and 
teach our children thankfulness. Our thank you acknowledges that a gift fills something in us – we 
feel valued and thought of, cared for and appreciated.  Gifts create a reciprocity of life, that we 
cannot do life alone; we need the support and interest of others. The other supplies something to 
our spirit that we cannot buy or acquire by ourselves.    
 
In Ghana, gratitude is considered a virtue; ingratitude a vice. Gratitude brings blessings; vices bring 
many negative consequences. When items are given to another, time is taken to celebrate that gift. 
Everyone in the community becomes aware of the gift and share in acknowledgement of it. As a 
community, we celebrate our gratitude to God for good harvest, rainfall and good health through 
animal sacrifices to the gods who are believed to be the means to God, the Supreme Being. Failure 
to show gratitude can result in poor harvest, drought, diseases etc.  
 
As individuals, we respond to gifts received by calling on one or two people to accompany us to 
meet the person and shake hands with him or her pronouncing God’s blessings. Some valuable gifts 
like land or houses demand that you meet the donor with witnesses and have drinks to cement the 
fact that the person has given this to you as your bona fide property and can never be contested by 
anyone.   
 
Priests in Ghana are always very grateful for the goodness of the people as they do not receive a 
salary for their labor as we do here.  In Ghana, we rely on God’s good favor and the kindness of 
people to have enough for the day. Both in Ghana and here, priests return kindnesses by their 
prayer and presence among the people. My effort to bring renewal to the educational hopes of the 
children of Ghana is very much a gift from God (through you) to those families.   



 
The greatest act of thanksgiving is our Eucharist. We celebrate this liturgy knowing that the One 
who has given himself to the entire world comes to us today to be our food for the journey, to be 
our healing, and to be our lasting gift as we become a gift-giving Body of Christ, sharing with those 
whose suffering or pain needs our presence and love. 
 
To whom can we offer our sincere “Thank you?” When our children do something unexpected, let 
us thank them. Or even when they just do what we ask, let us offer our gratitude. Our example will 
teach them, as my grandma taught me. Our thank you’s! It is a small thing that makes a big 
difference. As we continue our celebration, let us thank God for the gift of his Son, for the grace of 
this day and for the blessing of one another. May we count our blessings and name them one-by-
one each day in order to be thankful to God for what He has done in our lives. Amen! 
 
 
 


