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“Prepare a full account of your stewardship” 
“No one can serve two masters.” 
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Luke continues today with yet another parable. Parables always carry within them a message for 
God’s relationship with us and ours with God. As today’s disciples, we are challenged to: Prepare a 
full accounting of our stewardship. 
 
Stewardship is central to living a life of faith. It means literally: how have we managed the whole of 
our lives and conducted our affairs from finances to relationships. Are we being just and faithful 
stewards? 
 
Examining our conscience in this manner can be intimidating. It requires that we consider our lives 
from at least two perspectives: “What talents and gifts have been mine, are within me, just by virtue 
of my opportunities in this life? Have I been blessed with the gift of a stable family, good education, 
broad experiences, amazing travel, social and emotional health, community and cultural richness?)  
And then: “What have I done with these gifts?  How have I shared my life’s talents? 
 
Considering stewardship of our gifts, we can examine our generosity in many ways but today I 
would suggest we consider three: my stewardship of finances; my stewardship of the environment 
and my stewardship of my relationships. 
 
In ancient cultures, a steward functioned as the agent of the master or lord of the estate. He had the 
power to hire, fire, set contracts and control everything. He kept the books and was entitled to 
receive some payment for his service, a sum (interest) that was added to the original amount 
borrowed. When the unjust steward was let go, he needed to win the favor of those other indebted 
men, so he reduced the amount owed, in effect, just removing that interest amount. This clever ploy 
was actually praised by Jesus. It might be difficult to understand that other than that the 
unemployed man needed the support of the others, and in being generous to them, they would 
then want to return kindness to him in his need. This echoes the gospel imperative: “The poor we 
will always have with us.”  What does all of this say of our own stewardship? 
 
The giving of our gifts almost always follows the awareness of some need, some poverty?  In our 
world today, we become keenly aware of many kinds of poverty: physical poverty, financial poverty 
and more and more, emotional poverty. We also discover a great spiritual poverty that decades ago 
seemed less prevalent. Most of us do respond when we become aware of some need. But we might 
pose the more compelling question of faith: Are we the kind of stewards who look for ways to share 
our abundance of life – our physical, financial, emotional or spiritual richness even before it is 
needed. We understand that obligation as a responsibility of our stewardship. The gift we have is for 
someone else. 
 
Our stewardship of our finances challenges most of us. The Church suggests we strive to give away 
10% of our resources … give it away so that others with less can have some security of everyday life. 
That is difficult for those of us who have very limited finances, but sometimes, even more so, for 
those of us with great financial security. “We cannot serve two masters.” Sometimes the question is: 
“Do we trust God enough to take care of us, if we generously help take care of others?   
 
It is a great gift to be in a position to help others in small or big ways through financial gifting. How 
that is accomplished is for each of us to discern with wise and prudent trust in God. We must all do 



something – in justice both to support our Church but also to support the needs of the world around 
us. That is our obligation of faithful stewardship. 
 
Our responsibility to our environment becomes increasingly important as our earth’s resources are 
used up. Taking steps to conserve our resources belongs to each of us. Not being wasteful is 
important. As we learn of things that destroy our planet, we must do our part to preserve our earth.  
Just practicing some conservation, separating needs from wants can be a good beginning.   
 
Our stewardship of our relationships with one another is the most important aspect of discipleship. 
We can live by the truth that “The poor will always be with us.” The unjust steward became “poor” 
(in several ways) when he lost his employment. He very much needed others to befriend him.   
 
We all have our pocket of poverty within our own lives, something that we often hide, deny, or 
prefer to ignore, but it is something that needs the support or acceptance of others. This speaks to 
the give and take of grace between people. Today, someone will need your kind word or my 
attention. Today, you might need someone to appreciate you or come to your aid. Stewardship of 
our human condition belongs to all of us. How we care for one another, in our family, our parish, and 
in our world begins with having the eyes to see and the heart to care for those in our midst.   
 
“We cannot serve two masters.” As we consider our own life, are we trustworthy stewards? What 
and who is our priority? What has become the second master that we serve? We can be sure that all 
we have is gift…gift and grace for others.  Let us pray to be open to God’s Spirit to help us grow the 
community of love by our kindness and service. May the Lord tell us one day “Good and faithful 
servants, come to my rest”. Amen!  
 
  
 


