
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Fr. Paul Attah-Nsiah 

“Come to Know Him in the Breaking of the Bread.” 
Be Hospitable!  Be Humble! 

 
 Reflecting back on the inspiring liturgy celebration for Msgr. Wayne Ressler’s life, we heard how he loved the 
“party” – surrounded by good food, many friends’ and choice wines.  In fact, all of our funerals this week (all 
four) have concluded with just such a celebration of our loved one’s life.   In our gospel from Luke, we hear 
how Jesus too, loved to dine – so much so that people really did come to know him “In the breaking of the 
bread!”  At those party gatherings, he often told his best stories and shared his wisdom.   
 
What we do learn at our table meals? Today’s banquet story tells us to “Be humble” and “Be hospitable.”   
 
Biblical hospitality is bigger than and different from our everyday hospitality that usually expects something 
in return.  Biblical hospitality invites those who cannot invite us back.  It especially reaches out to the poor, 
the marginalized, and those who cannot reciprocate.   Like our Eucharistic meal that invites all of us to sit side 
by side and worship together, God’s hospitality challenges us to that same radical inclusion at our meals and 
our tables of discussion; it suggests that we sit with those we serve at our mission meals rather than just 
stand apart behind a serving line.  Awakening our hearts to broader and deeper hospitality will change our 
priorities to welcome the least, the stranger, and invisible ones in our midst.   
 
Even though we prioritize hospitality in this parish, this level of hospitality is pretty radical to us.  It is not 
usually how we engineer our social gatherings.  And yet, it is the call of discipleship and evangelization.  Last 
Sunday we heard Jesus say, “I don’t know where you live!”  Perhaps that is because we don’t (often 
enough) bring Jesus into the streets and dining places with us.  If we are truly AWAKE and ALERT, we will 
begin to notice the grace that is available to us to engage God’s table hospitality with everyone! 
 
Our psalmist today tells us: “God gives a home to the forsaken; he leads forth prisoners to prosperity.”  
Our God is always offering second chances.  Do we?  God looks out especially for the orphan and the widow.  
We begin to have many wonderful widows in our midst here at St. Joseph’s.  Let us remember to love and 
include them often in our dining and everyday activities.  They are among the most beloved of God’s people. 
 
Exercising the hospitality of Jesus requires a radical humility that is difficult.  We hear in our Old Testament 
reading: “Humble yourself the more the greater you are.”  This requires being radically open to 
others…non-judgmental no matter someone’s look or disposition, open to listen and accept who they are, as 
they are.  Humility challenges us to trust the other and welcome them at our table and into our conversations.   
 
Life humbles us and humility changes us.  It is a blessing to get those moments that bring us to our knees 
where we learn that we really always need God, and we must count on others.  Humility allows us to 
consider some unlikely one to become a source of support or wisdom or a font of truth for us.  It helps us to 
see ourselves as equal to others rather than better than they.  It takes us from arrogant to equal, from 
righteous to compassionate, from indifferent to advocate. Humility of spirit is powerful.  It allows us to see 
Christ in the most dire circumstance and desire to reach that pain with our understanding. 
 
How do we live from a stance and posture of radical hospitality and humility?  We listen to the letter from the 
Hebrews that reminds us: “Jesus is the mediator of this new covenant!”  And through this Eucharistic table 
meal, WE become today’s mediators of this new covenant “Through Him and with Him and In Him.”  
 
Awake and Aware we pray to step up and step into the power of grace to change and lead our lives, we 
enter into this table meal as our source of courage to renew the face of the earth through our radical 
hospitality and humility. “Behold, I stand at the door and knock, anyone who hears my voice and 
opens the door, will come in and eat with that person, and they with me” (Rev. 3:20). Open the door 
of your heart to Jesus today! 
   
 


