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17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR C- HOMILY 

 JULY 28, 2019 
ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER, DUBUQUE 

FR. PAUL ATTAH-NSIAH 
GEN. 18:20-32 / COL. 2:12-14 / LK. 11:1-13 

 
THEME: A.S.K. “Ask! Seek! Knock!” 

“Jesus was praying.” 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” 

 
Our scriptures today focus on prayer and what it provides for our lives and our heart.  Throughout 
his earthly life, Jesus went apart often, to pray. He invited the apostles to join him in prayer. Before 
his baptism, after healing people, before choosing the apostles, before feeding five thousand, 
before his crucifixion and on the cross, Jesus prayed. Prayer was the most central current of life for 
Jesus. Prayer has a singular purpose, to connect people with the heart of God. Prayer is the heart 
of our Christian life; it is the “Avenue of the saints,” the pathway to union with God. The apostles’ 
request can surely be ours: “Lord, teach US to pray.” 
 
Glancing at the end of today’s gospel, we are told: “If you who are wicked, (sinful) know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him?” We are assured that God responds to our prayer needs, our frustration or 
anger, with the grace of the Holy Spirit to accompany us. That is a powerful promise that we can 
count on. 
 
Additionally, Jesus describes our prayers today as a threefold kind of search that WE need to 
initiate: A.S.K. ask, seek, and knock. Prayer is very available to us -- a primary resource and gift. 
Any moment our mind and heart turn to God, we engage prayer. It can be spoken of in many ways: 
active-passive, praise, petition, wonder, sorrow, formal-informal. Yet, all prayer is an encounter of 
our heart with the heart of God. Most of us don’t feel we are very “good at prayer.” That being true, 
that we can all be better at this intimate and sacred communion, today’s readings offer us a fresh 
look at this important grace. 
 
For most of us, our biggest prayers begin with some great ASK, some need of our heart. 
Something needs help, help beyond what we can provide. Or, as children, we pray: “God bless 
mom and dad, my sister and brother, my dog…” We ASK for things we need. That is our familiar 
and comfortable prayer. And yet we do have other moments when God’s grace intersects with our 
lives - where beauty or bounty surpass all expectation, love or joy surprise us and we feel grateful 
and prayerful.   Something beyond just the human-everyday domain touches us; sometimes we 
find words; often we do not. Silent adoration can be a profound prayer of the heart. 
 
 As we pray, we acknowledge some power – out there – that loves us and hears us.  No matter 
how simple or demanding, hopeful or fearful, we believe in God’s faithfulness. Especially when we 
are struggling or our faith is shaken, we often ask: “Where is God in this?” Maybe at such times, 
we need to dig deeper, be an Abraham -- plead, beg, persist and never stop turning to God. In 
some ways, we have a choice: life with prayer or life without. Very difficult things will happen to all 
of us.  What works better for our hearts? Even Jesus prayed in the garden the prayer of the 
abandoned one. He prayed to “Let this cup pass.” We may have our garden moments as well, 
clinging to God through it all. Prayer is always our conduit to new life, to hope beyond despair, to 
joy over grief, and love over anger. We can trust that God is faithful to hearing our need. 
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The ASKING prayer is humbling and trusting. It places the burden or worry with God, which, in a 
very real way, frees us. God’s Spirit will bring the results that will be best. 
 
Jesus’ response to the apostles’ ask about prayer in Luke’s account was to give them a five-part 
prayer in which are imbedded some forms of asking. Luke’s Our Father does acknowledge the 
holiness of God but then focuses primarily on some pretty self-serving requests:  it asks for 
providing our “Daily bread.” Our “daily bread” is, today, all we need to sustain our heart and mind 
for the tasks before us. Then we are told to ask to be forgivers and to receive freedom from the 
“final test,” which, like any final exam, (or “Coming to Jesus” moment”) might have us a bit worried. 
Luke’s version of this most exalted prayer is shorter than Matthews, and centers largely on our 
personal interests: securing some peacefulness and life-long security. But of particular note, Luke 
uses the plural “Our” and “Us” which imply inclusive language, communion with all, and unity in 
diversity. 
 
Jesus goes on to say: “Ask and you will receive, Seek and you will find, and Knock and the door 
will be open. The one who asks, receives; the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be open.”   
 
 So, as pray-ers, we are encouraged to SEEK…seek God. What does it mean to seek God 
through prayer? How do we do that? This admonition speaks to our lives today as a society that 
questions spiritual values or compromises everything in the name of self-interest.  A seeker looks 
beyond, tries to uncover, and searches out the better way, the higher calling, the more noble 
stance. The seeker is bold and courageous and has a sense of wonder in seeing more than meets 
the eye. The seeker looks through the mess and under the rubble for God’s presence and grace.  
The seeker has patience with perseverance, holding the tension between what is and what can be 
with faith in possibilities. Our prayers for our world must be those of the seeker who doesn’t quit 
but persists like Abraham, to save our people, our unborn, our immigrants, our marginalized.  
 
And, we are told to knock and doors will be open! That is God’s promise to the needs of our world 
and the longings of our heart. When we knock, we walk into mystery, we walk in faith and move 
toward unexpected Spirit grace.   
  
The very last verse is mysterious but very important to understanding the fullness of our asking 
prayers. Everything we ask for, seek or knock to find will come to us THROUGH the power of the 
Holy Spirit’s working in our lives. Pope Francis tells us that prayer is a courageous “Knocking at the 
heart” of God with a strong unwavering faith that God will respond. What is God’s prayer gift to us? 
Perhaps we experience a deep sense of peace, or confidence that we are not alone, or simplicity 
that “what is, is enough for me.” When we knock with courage, living into the mystery, the Lord 
gives us the grace, but he also gives us himself in the grace.   
 
Prayer is our communion with God’s love and presence. Prayer feeds and nourishes our spirit to 
stay the course, to see as Jesus sees, and to walk in the company of the Trinity. Our prayer can 
become that of the psalmist: “Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me. I will give you 
thanks; I will sing your praises. Though I walk amid distress, you preserve me. Your kindness 
endures forever.” 
 
Our gospel today centers our prayer reflection upon three letters, “A”, “S”, “K”: Asking, Seeking, 
and Knocking. As we pray this week to be renewed in God’s Spirit, may we receive, find, and have 
doors opened to us that transform our living with joy. 


