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THEME: “CONSECRATED, ANOINTED AND APPOINTED” 

TO SERVE GOD’S PEOPLE WITH JOY 
Who of us doesn’t hear - and ask - this essential question? What must I do to inherit eternal 
life? For me, looking back on 25 years of joyfully living my priesthood, I hear this gospel and 
reflect: “Have I crossed the road? Am I a priest who has responded to God’s call and helped those 
in need? I reflect with you, sharing a few moments of grace that have both taught me and 
blessed me.     
 
THE FIRST IS MY OWN POWERFUL MOMENT OF GRACE: my call from God to be a priest.  We 
hear today: “If only you would heed the voice of the Lord, your God…” (Deut. 30: 10-14). I had 
a dream, not once but twice, so powerful that I could not ignore it. At the time, I imagined I might 
become a medical doctor. But in this dream, I saw myself saying Mass. I ran right up to the 
seminary and knocked on the door. I was 21 years old. The rector sent me to my parish priest who 
sat me down sharing the sober reality of the steps required: the years of preparation, the 
dedication needed, the “listening” to the voice of God this would require.   
 
Telling all my family was initially so exciting but turned very difficult, not momentarily but for years. 
My message was not welcomed as I was expected (in my culture) to help the family financially 
since my father had died when I was 9. Under intense pressure from the family, I found myself in 
the University of Ghana where I had admission. For three days, I always had my pillow wet with 
tears in the night. So, I packed my bag and returned home.  
 
That summons of God would not leave me…nor did I want to abandon it. I became an outcast in 
my own home, like the man who fell victim to robbers. It was very lonely discerning my vocation 
without my family’s support. 
 
Despite that rejection, I went on to major seminary for 7 years. My patience, prayer, and 
perseverance (3 essential “P’s” for life), bore fruit, first through my beloved grandmother who 
joined the Catholic Church after I became a seminarian. She saw my life vocation as a “saving 
grace to her life as it was to mine.”  At her death -- on my birthday in 1983 -- I served as a deacon 
at her funeral Mass. That experience of grace drew my mother and siblings into the Church.  
(Amazing grace!)  
 
The teaching and blessing: As God’s people, we can always believe that God will provide 
people who will walk with us and bring the grace and light we need when we are greatly 
challenged. (…Who would have thought…my grandmother would have been the one!) 
 
SECONDLY, OUR GOOD SAMARITAN STORY stands out for me as a great reminder: the priest 
did NOT serve well and ignored the need right in front of him. He may have been busy, tired, or 
indifferent, or he felt too good for such a menial distraction, but therein is the challenge. Serving 
isn’t always convenient or comfortable. Our call is simple: BE a neighbor who cares and helps. Be 
joyful! Be merciful! Be loving and forgiving!  
 
As a priest, it is a humbling and ennobling privilege to serve the people of God in many capacities 
and in different places in the world, to celebrate Sacraments and help bring people into God’s 



friendship, to listen to and preach God’s Word, and to consecrate the Lord in the Eucharist. My 
opportunities to impart knowledge as a teacher, to build schools for teaching and learning, to offer 
humanitarian assistance and to bring many people closer to God have blessed me immensely. 
 
 Of course, there have been challenges. In the course of my priesthood, working as a parish priest 
with 2 very difficult priests made community life very challenging. Being honest and yet charitable 
with them tested all of us. And working without the financial resources and medical care that we 
needed was very difficult. Often, we had to borrow money just to pay our helpers at the end of the 
month.  It was a great lesson in trust. Today’s responsorial refrain is something we should all hold 
close: “Turn to the Lord and I will live” (Ps. 69: 33).  
 
For several years I have felt a personal call to beg for God – so as to touch the life of the very poor 
children in Ghana. A few years ago, I was a pastor in Ghana and inherited a “sister parish” in the 
Twin Cities, Edina Minnesota. Together, they helped us build a high school for over 1,000 teens in 
the last five years. That has been an unbelievable blessing to their hope for a future. Today, I beg 
to build a grade school for our younger children whose current school is in a deplorable condition. 
Whatever we can do together to assist with that, I am very grateful.  
 
The Teaching and blessings: What must we do to gain eternal life? This parable speaks to the 
hospitality of care, of living the Way of Jesus, the Law of Love -- serving with love and joy!  
Whatever the demands on our time and resources, the grace is there to care, to answer the call to 
charity. The blessing we discover in serving is that the need of another reveals the face of God 
through some weakness, brokenness, or infirmity.   
 
Likewise, our own need, being held by the care of someone God sends our way, (even a 
grandmother) brings the face of God to us, through them. When a priest comes to a community, he 
very much appreciates the welcome. He wants to be accepted and taken in, made to feel at home.  
You provide that grace to us. It is important to our spirit. All of us coming to you this year, thank 
you for that welcome. 
 
FINALLY, I MUST SPEAK OF GRATITUDE that I have for the blessings of all my years, of being 
with you at St. Joseph the Worker Parish this year. I appreciate your hospitality and invitation to 
serve you and minister in God’s name. I feel greatly blessed for these past 25 years of my 
priesthood.  Wherever I have been, the people have been a blessing. To Fr. Tom McDermott and 
Fr. David Schatz, I am blessed to be in the company of two experienced and joyful, faith-filled 
priests who love their life as priests. To this community, I am privileged to serve you, to build the 
kingdom with you, and to become friends of God together with joy and peace. I would like to thank 
all those who have come here today because of me, especially …...   
 
I ask for your continued prayers that my next 25 years will be equally blessed with continued 
growth in faith, love and joy with great openness to God’s Spirit.  
 
I ask that we offer this hymn as a prayer of thanksgiving. 
 
In his time, in his time   In your time, in your time  Lord please show me everyday 
He makes all things beautiful  You make all things beautiful  As you’re teaching me your way 
In his time    in your time    That you do just what you say 
             In your time 
Lord please show me everyday Lord my life to you I bring 
As you're teaching me your way may each song I have to sing 
That you do just what you say  Be to you a lovely thing 
In your time    In your time 
 


