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THEME: BE FAITHFUL to JESUS, the SHEPHERD of our SOULS 

 
We celebrate many wonderful gifts of God’s grace today!  
 

• Our First Communicants will be at 5:00 and 11:00 Masses   
 

• The Theisen family brought little Hayden for Baptism last evening! 
 

• We have all mothers whose lives are dedicated, like the “Good Shepherd”, to 
nurturing and caring for us: (mothers stand).  One wise Cardinal has said: “A mother 
is she who can take the place of all others but whose place no one else can 
take.” Our mothers hold a very special place of honor in our hearts. Pray for them, 
both the living and the dead. Call your mother and celebrate her today and forgive 
those who have hurt us in anyway. Let us acknowledge too, all the wonderful women 
who serve in a mothering capacity, especially those who have been role models and 
mentors.   
 

• Today is World Day for Vocations and Good Shepherd Sunday. Let us remember 
the words of Jesus: “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest to send out workers into his harvest field” (Mt. 10:2). Today, all of us 
must renew our commitment to pray, encourage and support vocations to the 
priesthood, permanent deaconate and the religious life.  

 
How can we be FAITHFUL people, faithful to grace, to God as our friend and Shepherd? 
 
Today is a beautiful day to consider God’s grace. 
 
Grace is hidden in everything. It can be easy to see in the joyful and happy moments. We 
see it in the beautiful world of springtime; it is a little harder to see it in storms and rising 
river, challenges and struggles, but it is always there. It can be hidden in suffering and 
hidden in our losses. Grace is everywhere. That is a great truth! 
 
Grace is often easily SEEN, but how do we GET it?  In some ways, it is like filling up our 
gas tank. We don’t get very far if we fill up the gas tank just once a month or a couple of 
times a year. Most of us need refilling about every week. AND, it always costs something – 
it is a choice; it takes time and effort; but, it has a very good outcome. So too, filling up our 
spiritual gas tank, receiving GRACE, comes most directly from making the choice and 
taking the time—HEARING God’s Word and RECEIVING the Sacraments.   
 
GRACE is God with us and within us. Bringing an infant for Baptism and joining our child 
for first Eucharist and first Reconciliation are the most important gifts we can give – and 



MODEL – to our children. Through the SACRAMENTS we receive grace most directly. We 
must try to come often and pray every day with our children, at meals and bedtime! It might 
surprise you how comforting it is to a child to feel he or she is blessed by God before 
closing their eyes at night. Make that a practice, your love and Jesus’ love tucking them in 
each night. 
 
In this very compromised world, even we cannot give our children all the protection they 
might need but knowing that God’s eternal safety net holds them can be a great help to 
them and to us. In Ephesians we are told: “Put on the armor of God, that you may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil” (Eph. 6: 11). Teach your children to pray and seek 
God’s grace for their young lives. Bring them with you often to receive Jesus and listen to 
God’s word. Build a community of friends right here and then lots of grace will keep you 
company as you live your life. 
 
All our readings speak to this pathway of faithfulness to grace and to God within us. 
 
        First: It was necessary that the word of God be spoken. 
 Spoken by those filled with joy and the Holy Spirit…Paul, Barnabas, the psalmist and 
some of us.  

Such people become “A light … an instrument of salvation.” 
 
        Second, to remain faithful to grace, (TO GOD) we must “Hear my voice” as our 
gospel tells us. 

How do we Listen?  Listening takes quiet, aloneness, and often, a dark place.    
 
       Third, we must follow the voice of the Shepherd, who brings life, holds, watches and 
waits for us. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Following Jesus, we learn, (in our second reading) heaven is filled with the multitudes from 
every race and nation… many of our own loved ones, ALL who have spoken, listened, 
heard, and followed Jesus.  We are on that journey now; we are bringing our families.  
Remain faithful to the grace of God!  Let us reflect: How are we striving to become faithful 
friends with the Good Shepherd? 
 
 
 
 
 


