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THEME: “BEING WITH JESUS IN THE UPPER ROOM” 
 
As a priest, both in Ghana and here, I have been invited and privileged to share in those personal conversations 
with people who are in their last days.  In those final moments, the dying speak their deepest thoughts and 
longings without pretense or ambiguity.  They express regrets, gratitude, love, and forgiveness.  Making peace 
with everyone, they ask for the Sacraments of reconciliation and anointing of the sick.  Participating in that 
sacred and holy conversation is humbling. 
 
In the ancient culture of the Judaic world, sharing bread brought a great intimacy with a promise of protection 
and companionship around love.  Tonight, we are Jesus’ gathered friends.  We hear his deepest and essential 
longings in conversation with us.    On this sacred night, we experience the unfolding of love’s mission from 
John’s Gospel.  Service, symbolized in the washing of the feet, is the foundation to living Priesthood and 
becoming Eucharist.  Jesus is very clear; his life must continue through his friends’ service to one another. 
 
These great mysteries– the Institution of the Priesthood and the Holy Eucharist -- are brought together through 
Jesus example as teacher – his final lesson to those he loves and to those who follow…BE love in service.   
 
The Institution of the Priesthood 
 
The ministerial priesthood is one of the beautiful gifts that Christ gave to his Church in the Upper Room on the 
night he was betrayed when He said: “Do this in remembrance of Me”.  “Doing this” speaks to Jesus’ desire to 
continue the Eucharistic meal through empowering the apostles. 
 
I would suggest also, that Jesus’ commission to the apostles is also a summons to all of you: “Do this!”  Do this in 
remembrance of Me!”  At your Baptism and in confirmation, the ordained minister anointed you to serve in the 
priesthood of the faithful, to be a Christ bearer in your unique ministries as you meet the face of Christ in your 
neighbor throughout your life. 
 
The foot washing characterizes the essence of love in service. It is a veiled allusion to the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders.  The ministerial priesthood is created and fashioned in the upper room, ensuring that the Mission of 
Jesus to the world will continue through the ages, until he comes in glory.  How difficult this “assignment” (from 
their teacher) must have been!!  Called to lead, to be held in esteem – the apostles could be all about that; but to 
serve /servant-leaders, / THAT was very new.  That transition for those men / and often for us / requires that 
they (and we) watch Jesus carefully.   
 
Helping the apostles, and all of us, understand the nature of our common priesthood, Jesus took off his 
(customary) garment – symbolizing first, setting aside pride and arrogance, righteousness and power.  Then 
Jesus kneels before each of them, including Judas, to wash their feet.  He shows his disciples that power is 
released through powerlessness, the death of self. He wants us to learn that the greatest are the least and the 
least are the greatest in his Father's Kingdom.  The washing of feet symbolically marks their transition from 
being mere disciples to being priests of the New Covenant.  St. John Vianney, Patron Saint of priests, rightly says, 
“The priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus”. 

This washing of feet BY JESUS was a bold change to a common practice, a sign of “service and charity” / a “divine 
courtesy” / esteem and love  / descriptors of Godly love.  Jesus’ action makes clear that love is the power 
enabling them to serve. His father's kingdom is founded on love, a love that is tough, sacrificial, tender, humble 
and reveals itself primarily in service.  The seemingly powerless have the greater power. The foot washing freed 
and cleansed / bringing forgiveness of Jesus / and equipping the apostles to go out in his name. 



The Eucharist   
 
In the Upper Room, Jesus transformed the traditional Passover meal / by himself becoming the new Passover, 
the New Covenant, rooted in the law of Love, written in our hearts. Jesus gives himself / the source and 
foundation of our service / to nurture and unify us / as we carry his mission forward building a world of justice 
that reflects his love.   
 
We know the Eucharist to be a memorial and presence. It is a call to move from worship (remembering Jesus’ 
Last Supper) to service (Becoming what we receive / of taking the nourishment / the embrace / the kiss / we 
have just received from God and the community / and transferring it directly into loving service.) The concept 
of service is universally recognized across cultures.  Jesus tells us when he gives us the Eucharist: “Receive, 
give thanks, break, and share.” The Eucharist is grace / grace sends us into the world ready to give expression 
to Christ’s hospitality and humility.  

Each year, as we hear this commission: “Do this in remembrance of me” we renew our own commitment to 
carry the life of Jesus forward / we “do this” as we wash feet today / especially the feet of the poor. The 
Eucharist invites and empowers us to serve. We replace distrust with hospitality, pride with humility, and self-
interest with self-effacement so as to reverse the world’s order.  We step down from pride, away from self-
interest, and turn the mantel of privilege into the apron of service, reversing the world’s order of things wherein 
pride, status, and self-interest are forever the straws that stir the drink. 

Conclusion 

 We join our priests tonight, in our understanding of priesthood, privileged to be servants of God’s kingdom. 
God’s kingdom operates on love, a love that is fueled by our communal receiving of Jesus in Eucharist, becoming 
one Body of Christ / together / for others.   

 Filled with gratitude this night, we break open our lives, to celebrate the priesthood of our lives, and to humbly 
serve all who come our way. This mandate of service is not a choice, at all, for one who claims discipleship in 
Christ but a baptismal duty and responsibility.  Service is a benchmark of discipleship, belonging to all followers 
of the Lord.  We are invited to commemorate his Last Supper—being fed, nourished, loved and sent to be:   
(as Teresa of Avila has said): “The hand, face, heart of Christ, the smile of Christ, Christ in the world.” 
 
 
  

                                 


