
HOMILY FOR 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT, YR. C 
24TH MARCH, 2019 – SJTW PARISH-DUBUQUE 

EX. 3:1-8A, 13-15; 1 COR. 10:1-6, 10-12; LK. 13:1-9 
THEME: “REPENT OR PERISH!” 

Lent is a time when the Church calls us to a radical transformation and to be 
attentive to God’s art (and heart) of Mercy - to cultivation and to being cultivated in 
the garden of life. Repent is the word of Lent – on Ash Wednesday, we received the 
invitation “Repent and believe in the good news.” 

The call to repent is a call to action! Repentance means change, the Greek word is 
“metanoia”. It is a change of mind that results in a change of direction (Rom. 12:2), to 
take a 180-degree turn from…to -- a direction FROM what can often be self-destructive 
and non-life-giving TO a way of life that’s productive and even godly.  
 
Repentance means leaving aside what blinds us to what God wants for us and opening 
ourselves to listen and see something new and wonderful and beyond our wildest 
dreams.  
 
As we repent we:  
Turn away from the distracting things – habits, behaviors, perceptions, addictions and  
Turn toward God; putting God first; “What would Jesus want me to do?” 
 
We turn away from indifference and mediocrity, injustice and prejudice and   
Turn toward God, listening and putting on God’s word: finding patience, acting with 
kindness, letting go of old hurts, giving second chances… 
 
We choose grace to turn over a new leaf and start anew. In short, true repentance is 
about recognizing where God is at work in our lives and responding to him.  
 
The call to repentance runs through all our readings today. Exodus recounts for us the 
encounter of Moses with the living God. He was drawn into the mystery of God’s 
presence in the burning bush and was asked to remove his sandals (Ex. 3:5), a call to 
interior renewal, holiness and godliness. THIS is where change begins. What are the 
sandals in our lives that need to be removed as we encounter God during this Lent?  

In the second reading Paul tells us about how some of the chosen people of God were 
not pleasing to God during the Exodus from Egypt, although they were all baptized in 
the Red Sea, ate the manna and drank from the well. Paul wants us to stay faithful to 
God. We can never take God’s love and bounty for granted, as if we have won 
salvation, and have no work to do.  Rather, we must strive every day to live faithfully 
God’s Law while we trust in God’s love for us.  

And in today’s Gospel we hear again the urgent call of the Christ to change, to repent, 
to strengthen our relationship/friendship with God our Father. The parable of the 
barren fig tree offers both good news and bad news.  

 



• THE GOOD NEWS is that God is “kind and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in kindness!” as our responsorial Psalm says. That alone, could be 
our mantra these remaining days of lent.  Be kind. Merciful. Slow to anger. and 
Abounding in kindness.   

As the gardener does not give up on the fig tree, God doesn’t give up on us.  
We, too, cannot give up on one another. God gives us chance after chance for 
new beginnings. His grace - to repent and bear fruit – is plentiful.    

THAT is our good news. 

• THE BAD NEWS is clear too: God’s patient mercy has its limits. Jesus stated 
twice in today’s Gospel: “If we persist in the refusal of his love, we will indeed 
perish by our own choice like those who, unexpectedly perished” (Lk. 13:2, 4-5). 
These strong words should be unsettling. Neither you nor I want to be on the 
receiving end when God’s patience runs out. It’s better to repent while we have 
the opportunity, as none of us knows the day or the hour! Best we get moving! 

In Conclusion, dear friends, repenting is difficult for most of us.  The actual act of 
turning is a painful process of evaluating our lifestyle, actions and attitudes – a 
process far more painful than just the trip to the confessional.  But that is a good 
start. 

Making amends and owning our own part in things takes a good bit of spiritual 
insight and humility before some 'other' trusted person.  How do we muster up 
this kind of interior fortitude to "live justly, love tenderly,” etc. like the prophet 
says? ... and then start with ourselves?  It's pretty easy to call someone else to 
accountability ... but call myself?  Who of us doesn't make excuses, 
rationalization, etc.? 

 
Like the gardener, our real work as parents with children, pastors with parish 
community, is the cultivating, and fertilizing and nurturing of the heart of those in 
our care so people grow a brave heart and live with integrity with each other. 
 
And, then, when we are faced with the child, spouse or friend whose life goes 
sideways, what is our "go-to" response.  Like St. Monica, we can storm the 
heavens - and should.  We can't meet that kind of storm without help, lots of it.  
And, it will never follow our own timeline. Sometimes, OUR belief and OUR hope 
must be enough for both of us for a while.  We carry them until they can carry 
themselves.  
 
May this time of Lent draw us deeper into the mystery of God’s presence, taking 
off our shoes, to behold God within all the brokenness in our world and in our 
personal lives.  May we open our hearts to Him and seek Him with our whole 
heart and all our being.  
 
 
 
 



For your reflection: 

It is entirely accurate to say that repent is the first word of the gospel.  

• Repent was the first word of John the Baptist's gospel (Matthew 3:1-2). 
• Repent was the first word of Jesus’ gospel (Matthew 4:14; Mark 1:14-15). 
• Repent was the first word in the preaching ministry of the twelve disciples (Mark 

6:12). 
• Repent was the first word in the preaching instructions Jesus gave to His 

disciples after His resurrection (Luke 24:46-47). 
• Repent was the first word of exhortation in the first Christian sermon by Peter 

(Acts 2:38). 
• Repent was the first word in the mouth of the Apostle Paul through his ministry 

(Acts 26:19-20). 

 
 


