
THE 6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, YEAR C – FEB., 17, 2019 

ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER PARISH-DUBUQUE 
Jer. 17:5-8 / 1 Cor. 15:12, 16-20 / Lk. 6:17, 20-26 

THEME: “IN GOD I TRUST” 
Have you bothered to find out why the currency of the United States, your beloved 
country, has the inscription, “In God We Trust”? What is the meaning of this motto of your 
beloved country? What are the implications of these words for the country as the only 
superpower in the world? What does it mean to you personally as an American, Christian 
or Catholic? Today, I would like to reflect with you on the theme “IN GOD I TRUST”. 

The first reading is from the book of Jeremiah, chapter 17, verse 5-8. The Prophet puts 
before us an important choice, to trust in God or to trust in man. The prophet likens those 
who put their trust in the Lord to a tree planted by a river and those who put their trust in 
man or anything else like a dry shrub in a waste land. Cursed is the one who trusts in 
human beings, who seeks his strength in flesh, whose heart turns away from the Lord. ... 
“Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose hope is the Lord. He is like a tree 
planted by water (7-8).  
 
What Jeremiah says here is important if we want to understand what St. Luke says in 
today’s Gospel. The Gospel reading is taken from St. Luke (Lk 6:17, 20-26) and we find 
a parallel to this passage in Matthew 5:1-7,11. Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, 
and spent the night praying to God. When morning came, He called His disciples to Him 
and chose twelve of them, whom He also designated apostles. He then came down the 
mountain with them and delivered the sermon on the plain which is our reading for today. 
As Luke introduces the location of Jesus' teaching, Jesus teaches on level ground, 
alongside the disciples and the crowd. Here Luke presents Jesus' authority in a different 
light. He is God among us – a personal God who knows our pain, plight and sufferings. 
God who is ever closer and ever ready to help those in need. 

Luke's Sermon on the Plain is addressed to Jesus' disciples, although in the presence of 
the crowd. In this very intimate context, Jesus lifted his eyes towards them. He looked at 
those he healed, those who were hungry and poor and mourning and perhaps mocked 
because they sought him. To them, he addresses his sermon. In keeping with this style, 
the Beatitudes in Luke's Gospel sound more personal than those in Matthew's Gospel 
which was addressed to the crowd. The Beatitudes are often described as a framework 
for Christian living. They are a way to teach about who will find favor with God. The 
word blessed in this context might be translated as “happy,” “fortunate,” “favored,” or 
“fulfilled.”  

Jesus calls four groups of people “blessed”, and he says “alas” or “woe” to four groups of 
people. Those often thought to have been forgotten by God – the poor, hungry, those 
weeping, or persecuted – are called blessed. In the list of “woes,” those whom we might 
ordinarily describe as blessed by God – the rich, those who are filled now, those who 
laugh and those about whom others speak well – are warned about their peril. This is, 
indeed, a Gospel of reversals! We must understand that Jesus is not condemning all 
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those who have money, those who have food, all who laugh and those about whom we 
speak well. On the other side, we hear blessings for all who are poor, all who do not have 
food, those who mourn and those who are spoken badly about (but only for the sake of 
the name of Jesus). 
 
This is not a blessing upon misfortune. It is not saying that poverty, hunger, grief and 
public resentment are something good and desirable. What is happening here? Jesus is 
making it very clear that the first characteristic of the new life of God’s kingdom is a 
complete reversal of the world’s values. The standards of the world are turned upside 
down. Jesus pronounces his blessings on those who have failed to find their satisfaction 
in these worldly goals. For Jesus, riches, possessions, laughter, and reputation are not 
things that we can depend upon as sources of eternal happiness. Our vocation as 
Christians is not to be first in this world, but rather to be first in the eyes of God.  
Remember that the choice of being blessed or cursed is yours!  Scripture says, “I have 
set before you, life and death, blessings and cursing; therefore, choose life, that both you 
and your seed may live” (Dt. 30:19). 
 
The soul-searching questions are: 
a) If riches, possessions, laughter, comfort, reputation and popularity are not things that 

we can depend upon as sources of eternal happiness, in what have can you place 
your trust?  b) What do you worship or place ultimate value on in life? c) Where do 
you invest your time, talents, treasure, emotions, and energies? d) In whom do you 
place your trust?  The Bible provides answers: 

1) Note that one will never experience true blessedness if he/she ascribes ultimate 
value to anything or anybody in life apart from God. 

2) “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding” 
(Prov. 3:5). Sometimes our self-centeredness stands on the way of the Lord. To 
trust is to place your confidence only in God. To trust God means we believe his 
word and obey him, look to him and hope in his promises even when we can’t see 
how his word can be true; even when everything around us would tell us to not 
trust him. Put God first in your priority list; place your confidence only in Him and 
he will help you. 

3) Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save …” (Ps. 146:3-
7). Only God is unchanging and can save. It is better to take refuge in the Lord 
than to trust in princes (Ps. 118:8-9).  

4) Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord 
(Ps. 20:7).  

5) Do not put your trust in your possessions, fame or glory (Ps 49: 7-1, 16-17)  
6) Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him even if everything is going wrong, and 

he will surely act (Ps. 37:5). As we enter into this new week it will be good to 
consider what are the areas in my life that I need to trust God more. Actively take 
to him whatever is a concern to you or whatever is troublesome to you.  Surrender 
to him, let go and follow his lead and you will be blessed. IN GOD I TRUST! 
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