
 1 

HOMILY FOR 2ND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
YEAR C, JAN. 20, 2019 

ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER PARISH-DUBUQUE 
ISAIAH 62:1-5 / 1 CORINTHIANS 12:4-11 / JOHN 2:1-11 

THEME: “THEY HAVE NO WINE” (JN. 2: 
 
Today’s Gospel is about the wedding at Cana in Galilee. It is the first sign that 
Jesus performed, according to John, and it shows his approval of marriage as 
something sacred, good in the sight of God. Although we are not in Cana to attend 
this wedding and we don’t have wedding ceremony in St. Joseph today, there are 
many lessons we can learn from this incident in Christ and Mary’s life. 
 
First, the Invited Guests: Who will you invite to your wedding or program? We are 
told that Mary was invited so also Jesus and his disciples. This shows the need to 
have Mary, Jesus and the disciples, thus the Church, in our faith journey. Jesus 
needs to be invited into our lives just like He was invited to the wedding feast. He 
would not have gone if He was not invited. He will not come into our lives, our 
minds, our hearts, or souls if we don’t invite Him in. He simply does not force 
Himself upon us. “Behold I stand at the door knocking and if anyone will open the door 
I will come in and dine with him” (Rev. 3:20). 
 
Second, sensitivity to the needs of others: Mary noticed, “They’ve run out of 
wine.” She did all that she could to save the couple from public ridicule, shame, 
embarrassment and disappointment. Mary’s sensitivity to the needs of others 
created the possibility for the miracle to happen. Had it not been she, Jesus would 
never have come to the picture. The question is, are you sensitive to the needs of 
others like Mary? 
 
Third, The secret of winning the heart and mind of Jesus. As a concerned 
mother, Mary knew how to win the heart and mind of Jesus. As an Evangelizer, 
Mary calls us to obedience and submission to Christ. She instructed the servants: 
“Do whatever he tells you to do”. These words of our Blessed Mother are not just 
for servers at a wedding 2000 years ago. It is a good advice for all of us too. It 
prompts us to action; to be listeners, and doers at the same time (Jas 1:22). It is 
indeed when we obey His commands that miracles happen. Remember, scripture 
continually reminds us that the Lord looks for obedience much more than He looks 
for sacrifice. What is Jesus telling you to do differently this year?  
 
Fourth, Little push to get going: “They have no wine”. This statement has two-
fold lessons for us. 1) Mary pushed Jesus into his first miracle, even though he 
says that his hour had not yet come. It shows the humanness of Jesus. Even he 
had his mother telling him what to do when he was 30 years old and he did act. 
From time to time, you are going to need a little push to get going in the direction 
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you need to go. It could be your parents, your pastor, your spouse or a friend. Have 
you ever had a Mary in your life, someone who has given you that little push? We 
all need a Mary – someone who will encourage us, someone who will even see 
where we need to be and get a little pushy with us. Maybe you are supposed to be 
a Mary, an encourager, for someone else. 

2) Intercessory Prayer: “They have no wine”. This statement also is a short but 
powerful intercessory prayer. We need to bring our needs to Jesus like Mary. Are 
you ready to bring to his attention what you lack or ran out of in your life? Can you 
tell him today, in all sincerity that you have run out of love, patience, happiness, 
joy or good health? Remember, that Jesus is especially open to prayers that place 
the needs of others ahead of ourselves. Jesus is particularly moved when His 
mother intercedes for us. Do you have the habit of interceding for others, especially 
your kids, spouse, parents and family members? Who is on your prayer list right 
now?  

Fifth, The empty spots of our lives: We noted that there were six empty water 
jars that Jesus transformed into approximately 900 bottles of wine. Jesus first 
commanded the stewards to fill them with water. With their active participation and 
obedience, a miracle happened, water changed into wine. Who do you think can 
fill the emptiness in your life? Are there still untapped and unused talents Jesus 
could use for something greater? We must know that Jesus can do amazing things 
in our lives with a little bit of faith and corporation with him.  

Sixth, Changing the tasteless life into a tasteful wine – When the steward tasted 
the water that had become wine, he marvels and asked the bridegroom, “Why have 
you kept the good wine until now”. By transforming the element of water – tasteless 
and colorless, by changing the water into wine, Jesus Christ proved beyond any 
doubt that He was God. He executed an act that cannot be matched by any human 
being. Do you believe that with Jesus everything is possible for you? Do you trust 
that he can change the bitter experiences, feelings and circumstances you have 
found yourself into something that our minds cannot comprehend? Cooperate with 
him and he will do it.  

Seventh and last, The disciples believed in him: John makes a startling statement: 
“They began to believe at this time.” This episode begins with Mary. John makes 
it clear that Mary’s faith is central to the action of the story. She is also the catalyst 
for the belief of others. Mary’s faith elicited Jesus’ response - which was, at first, 
reluctant. Mary’s faith, her initiative, her trust, brought those present - guests and 
disciples alike - to trust Jesus. As we know, trust is faith. May Mary be our model 
of faith and intercede for us in all our needs. Amen.  

 


