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HOMILY FOR THE 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, 
YEAR C, DEC. 9, 2018 – ST. JOSEPH PARISH-DUBUQUE 

BAR. 5:1-9 / PHIL. 1:4-6, 8-11 / LK. 3:1-6 

THEME: PREPARE A WAY FOR THE LORD (LK. 3:4) 

Today is the second Sunday of Advent. Advent is a season of waiting, anticipation, 
preparation, prayer, personal reflection, self-examination, transformation, change 
and interior renewal. Advent is a four-week spiritual journey leading up to 
Christmas. 

The very word “Advent” means “arrival” or “coming” and Jesus is the One whose 
Advent or arrival or coming we await. Jesus will come to us this Advent and 
Christmas if we make room for him in the inn of our hearts, if we create a desert in 
our lives, if we carve out a place of peace and quiet in the busyness of our lives to 
give space and time for him every-day like John the Baptist. Jesus is already with 
us, always with us, but Advent is a grace-filled season to recognize more than ever 
that we can have more of Jesus in our lives, that we can make more room for 
Jesus, that Jesus is the One for whom we really long as the answer to all our 
longings, questions, needs, problems and desires.  

The first reading and the Gospel remind me of a visit of the 39th President of the 
United States, Jimmy Carter to Ghana, sometime ago, after his retirement. We 
were privileged to have a whole former president of the United States in our village 
for a ceremony that lasted for about two hours. I remember that the amount of time, 
energy, resources, planning, work and the personnel that went into the preparation 
was unimaginable, not counting the security preparations, even though it was for 
just two hours.  

The road leading to the village was specially prepared by the government 
ministries for this important visit. The process of preparation included, clearing the 
weeds of all bushy areas, uprooting all stumps, filling all valleys and potholes, 
straightening all crocked and winding areas, bringing down all mountains or 
elevated areas, rough surfaces were made smooth and clearing anything that 
would impede his way. All these preparations were to ensure his security and 
making him feel at home and welcomed. 

The Gospel reading tells us that John the Baptist helped people to “Prepare the 
way of the Lord” (Luke 3:4) in a similar manner, for Christ’s coming. Luke used a 
graphic quotation from the prophet Isaiah to describe what was taking place when 
John was preaching and baptizing by the Jordan; Luke wrote of valleys being filled 
in, mountains made level, and rough ways made smooth. If that is what took place 
in the hearts of people coming to John for baptism in the Jordan, for us the valleys 
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to be filled in, the mountains to be made level and the rough ways to be made 
smooth are in our own hearts. 

The question is, what is it that we must do today to prepare ourselves for 
Jesus’ coming? How can we apply John the Baptist’s words to our lives 
today? 

 
- What are the weeds, those sinful ways and behaviors, that have crowded 

your life, that have entangled and enslaved you, that need to be cleared 
during this Advent to give you the opportunity to encounter Jesus in a 
special way? The time is now! 

- What are the stumps, those vices, sinful lifestyles, addictions that have 
taken deep roots in your life that need to be uprooted so that you will have 
your freedom? Work on it now! 

- What are the crooked ways in your life? Do you feel the need to straighten 
up your life from the winding and zig-zag road of lies, deception and 
falsehood? Now is the time to do so! Prepare a way for Jesus’ coming and 
made the paths straight so that you will be there to welcome him. 

- Is your heart smooth so that God or others can come into your life? What 
are the rough roads of jealousy, greed, cheating and unfaithfulness that 
had our feet sore and bleeding, offer them to the Lord and they would 
become smooth as glass! 

- Have you seen some deep valleys of darkness, depression, meanness, 
division, conflict, unforgiveness and wondered how you would ever get 
across them? Listen to what David says about the valleys: “Even though I 
walk through the valley of death, no evil will I be afraid, for your stuff and 
your rod are there to comfort me (Ps. 23:4). Don’t give up, build bridges 
across the two peaks and the Lord will help you to cross over. 

- Lastly, the Mountains. In the Scriptures mountains can be a meeting place 
between God and man and it can also be a hindrance, an obstacle. In Advent 
ask yourself what are the high mountains of pride, arrogance and 
superiority complex in your hearts? What is making you lift yourself up above 
and looking down upon everybody? Mountain can be a stumbling block that 
blurs our vision of the other side of the road; it can block our minds from 
seeing the other side of the issue, the goodness in and the value of the other 
person.  John the Baptist says, they must all be laid low. Today, we need to 
ask ourselves, what needs to be brought down in my life? Remember what 
Zechariah chapter 4, verse 6 says: “Not by might, not by power, but by the 
spirit of the Lord, these mountains shall be moved. 
 
Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus! Amen! 

 


