
HOMILY FOR THE 33RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, 
YEAR B, NOV. 18, 2018 – ST. JOSEPH PARISH-DUBUQUE 

   Daniel 12:1-3 / Hebrews 10:11-14, 18 / Mark 13:24-32 
THEME: IS YOUR NAME WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE? (Dan.12:1b) 

 
There is a story told of someone who mysteriously entered a church building at night 
and headed straight to the sanctuary. The security man followed and questioned him 
about his identity and mission in that church. The man took a certain book in the 
sanctuary, opened it and asked the security man about the number of registered 
members of the church. He responded that the church is fully packed in all two weekend 
Masses, although he wasn’t sure of the numbers. The mysterious man remarked that 
although the church building is huge and is packed at the two weekend Masses, he 
could see only four names written in the church’s register.  
 
Dear Friends, if this happens here in the St. Joseph Church, will your name be part of 
the four? (Luke 10:20)?  
 

My Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Today the first reading and the Gospel direct our attention to the end of time. They are 

meant to make us think about the five last things which are inevitable - death, 

resurrection, judgement, heaven and hell. Thus, we are called to reflect on our own 

death and about what our ways of living here mean in terms of a life to come.  

 

The first reading, from the Book of Daniel, speaks about the times in which there is 

great distress on the nations. There is reference to a time to come when some of those 

who sleep in the earth will rise to live forever. We are promised that if we are faithful and 

live as wise men and women, and if we lead others to justice, we shall not be destroyed, 

but shine brightly like the splendor of the firmament and be like the stars forever. We 

are promised that we shall be redeemed, and our names will be written in the book of 

life. However, there will be judgement for those who do what is not pleasing to God. 

They will be horror and disgrace.  

 

The Gospel also brings us to look once again at the end of life and at the end of the 

world. We are told that God will gather His elect and we must be ready. Are we ready 

to meet the Lord? Are there people we need to forgive? Do we need forgiveness of 

others?  

 

The Gospel speaks also about the final coming of the Lord and is clear that no one 

knows the day or the hour. The challenge is not to know when the end is coming but to 

live today as if the end will be right now.  There is no sense in pretending with God. God 

knows our hearts and our minds, even more than we do.  We must simply get on with 

living now as if this is our last moment - with no fear and no upset, completely trusting in 

the love of the Lord. “PREPARE TO MEET YOUR GOD!” (AMOS 4:12)! 


