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HOLY MASS ON THE SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2018 

ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER PARISH, DUBUQUE 
Rev. 7:2-4,9-14/ Ps. 24:1-2,3-4,5-6/ 1 Jn. 3:1-3/ Mt. 5:1-12 

Every year the Church recalls the example, witness, and prayer of the holy women and men who have been identified by 
the Church as Saints on the first of November. The Saints are not a small caste of chosen souls but, as the First Reading 
tells us, they are "a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
tongues" (Rv. 7: 9). This multitude not only includes the officially recognized Saints, but the baptized of every epoch and 
nation who sought to carry out the divine will faithfully and lovingly. The Saints are those who are partakers of God, each 
in varying degrees and are recognized as such by the Church through their lives. We are unacquainted with the faces and 
even the names of many of them, but with the eyes of faith we see them shine in God's firmament like glorious stars.  

The purpose for the celebration of the Solemnity of All Saints is summed up in the Letter to the Hebrews chapter 13, 
verse 7:  

“Remember your elders who have taught you the word of God. Observe their way of life and 
imitate their faith”. 

Three key words in the above passage are very significant, “Remember”, “Observe” and “Imitate”.  

The Solemnity of All Saints was INSTITUTED TO HONOR all of the saints, both known and unknown. But "why should 
our praise and glorification, or even the celebration of this Solemnity, mean anything to the Saints?" A famous homily of 
St. Bernard for All Saints' Day begins with this question. It could equally well be asked today. And the response the Saint 
offers us is also timely: "The Saints", he says, "have no need of honor from us; neither does our devotion add the slightest 
thing to what is theirs.... But I tell you, when I think of them, I feel myself inflamed by a tremendous yearning" (Disc. 2, 
Opera Omnia Cisterc. 5, 364ff.).  

All Saints Day beckons us to something beautiful. It offers us the OPPORTUNITY TO OBSERVE and TO LEARN 
ABOUT THE LIFE OF THE SAINTS who are our models, our companions, our inspirations, and our guides. Saints are 
people who lived the spirit of the Beatitudes as Jesus lived. They worked to be what this Gospel is calling us to be.  To be 
poor in spirit.  To be meek.  To be merciful.  To make peace.  This is how we begin to become what Jesus called 
“blessed,” and what the Church calls saints. They have struggled with sin and temptation, they’ve walked the journey 
toward holiness, sometimes stumbling, sometimes falling, but always getting back up and moving on, resolving to do 
better, to be better, to aim higher. On this day, we too are challenged to model our lives on the spirit and promises of the 
Beatitudes. The Beatitudes are the principal program for holiness.  

Looking at the shining example of the Saints reawakens within us the great longing TO BE LIKE THEM; happy to live 
near God, in his light, in the great family of God's friends. Being a Saint means living close to God, to live in his family. 
And this is the vocation of us all, vigorously reaffirmed by the Second Vatican Council and solemnly proposed today for 
our attention.  

It is good to know that the saints are more than just role models; they are family members with whom we continue to 
share relation, in a bond of prayer, called the COMMUNION OF SAINTS. Being a Christian means belonging to a 
communion; you cannot be an isolated Christian, just caring for and thinking about yourself. The Communion of Saints is 
about the link with those who have gone before us, but the doctrine of the Communion of the Saints also demands 
that we look towards those who are beside us.  It is a summon, a call, a challenge to every one of us here to become 
saints to those around us – our children, our spouses, our community, our society – showing what it means to be the 
Church, what it means to witness to the love and the mercy of God revealed in Jesus Christ. Yes, nobody is born a 
saint.  It’s something you have to become and God’s purpose for us (Eph. 1:3, 4).  

In the Preface we will proclaim that the Saints are friends and models of life for us. Let us invoke them so that they may 
help us to imitate them and strive to respond generously, as they did, to the divine call. Who has not heard that rousing 
hymn, “When the saints go marching in, I want to be in that number!” and wanted to be part of that glorious parade? 
Let us sing it meditatively. 

Have a blessed feast of all saints! 


