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Dear Parishioners,
God’s Blessing it has been to serve 
twelve years at St. Columbkille and six 
years at St. Joseph the Worker.  Your 
families of faith have shared with me 
the joys and sorrows of life and Eternal 
Life. 

Thank You for your kindness and 
generosity throughout those years.  

I appreciate all of your faithfulness.  
I will always remember you in my 
prayers.

Feel free to keep in contact.  My new 
address is:
 
     St. Mary’s Rectory
     119 West Fayette Street
     Manchester, IA 52057     
     www.BlessedTrinitycluster.org 

Blessings upon you,
Fr. Gabriel

From the Pastor

Father Gabriel 
Anderson
dbq062@dbqarch.org

St. Joseph the Worker Church
Living the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a welcoming Catholic community by building faith together  

through worship, faith formation and service.

From the Associate Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
This year I have been with you as your 
Associate Pastor.  Now, it is time for 
me to say goodbye.  As I move to my 
new assignment, I ask for your prayers.  
Over this year I have begun my life 
of priestly ministry and have been 
graced to have been here as my first 
assignment.  There are many things 
that I have enjoyed about priestly 

life in just one year.  I look forward to 
many (and I mean many) more years 
of priestly life.  I thank you all for your 
support and hospitality for this year.  
Know of my prayers for you all as I 
depart.

Thank you all very much.  God bless 
each and every one of you.  Also 
keep your incoming pastors in prayer 
as well, and pray for more good and 
holy vocations to the priesthood in our 
Archdiocese.

God bless,
Fr. Davis

Father Ralph
Davis
dbq062ap@dbqarch.org

FAREWELL
RECEPTIONS
AFTER MASS

Father Gabriel
June 2-3

Father Davis
July 7-8

Help us wish them 
the best in their new 

assignments!

____________

Watch for events later 
this year celebrating the 
50th Anniversary of the 
dedication of our current 

church building!
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From the Incoming Co-Pastor

Hello new companions!  My name is  
Fr. Tom McDermott. For we who soon 
will share the Bread of Life that is Jesus 
Christ, companion—which means “with 
whom one shares bread”—seems the 
right noun. I am excited to be taking 
on the role of pastoring St. Joseph the 
Worker and St. Columbkille parishes 
beginning this summer with Fr. David 
Schatz and Fr. Paul Atta-Nsiah, and 
being Spiritual Director of the diocesan 
seminary program. The vitality and 
warmth Fr. Anderson and you have 
made so easy to experience here is 
already inspiring!

Dubuque will be a homecoming of 
sorts to me. The first 30 years of my life 
were spent as a member of St. John 

the Evangelist parish, just 15 miles 
southwest of here.  Born in 1962, I am 
the fifth of Irwin & Joannel McDermott’s 
eight children. After growing up on our 
family farm, attending Beckman High 
School and a couple years at Iowa 
State, I farmed myself there for 11 years 
with my dad, uncle and brother.  

Growing up in that small rural parish 
blessed me with experiencing joys 
we never would have known but for 
needing each other’s gifts. My years as 
a priest have only confirmed that parish 
life of whatever size can only thrive if 
the needed gifts of all are shared. St. 
Paul’s image for disciples as members 
in the Body of Christ is a fruitful one to 
live out and strive towards.  

I look forward to the companionship 
being with you, Fr. Schatz and Fr. Paul 
will bring about. Let’s keep each other 
in prayer.

Fr. Tom McDermott

Following Fr. Tom’s lead, I greet you as 
companions as well. This is one of the 
gifts I see in our assignment: working 
together will enrich our understanding 
of God’s plan for all of us.

 We are getting to know Fr. Paul a 
little bit. He is still in Ghana but he has 
shared some wonderful gifts by email 
already. We look forward to praying 
together for the good of our parishes 
and for all of us to experience the 
presence of Christ. 

Like Fr. Tom, I come from a family 
of eight children and my parents, 
Adrian and Betty Schatz still live in our 
home town of Cresco, Iowa. Being the 
youngest of eight, I tried to convince 
others that my parents reached 

perfection and quit. I haven’t found 
anyone to believe me yet!

For the last 10 years, seminarian 
formation has been my primary 
assignment and it will continue in 
ministry to our current seminarians. I 
have said of my vocation ministry, “I 
am not ministering in a parish today 
but I am ministering in every parish 20 
years from now.” It will be my great joy 
when I see our seminarians ordained 
and become pastors of St. Joseph the 
Worker and St. Columbkille and every 
other parish in our diocese. Hopefully, 
our partnership in ministry will yield 
great fruit in our parishes, in vocations, 
and in joy. Of course, our true hope 
comes from Jesus’ words: “I have told 
you this so that my joy may be in you 
and your joy may be complete.” May 
Jesus give us the joy of gathering 
around him as companions.

Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. David

New Employee

We are happy to welcome Emma 
Schopp as our new coordinator of 
Youth Ministry! Emma comes to us from 
FOCUS, a ministry group that serves 
college students across the country. 
Emma most recently served at Loras 
College here in Dubuque.

Emma is excited to work with the 
middle and high school students here 
at St. Joseph the Worker. She knows 
from personal experience how the 
journey with Jesus can become a roller 
coaster and is excited to help students 
become active members of our parish!

Emma officially starts in July. We’ll 
have more details about Youth Ministry 
as she gets underway!

Emma Schopp
dbq062ym@dbqarch.org

In Solidum?
The official clergy listing stated our 
new co-pastors will be serving “in 
solidum.” According to Canon Law, 
“in solidum” roughly means “as 
equals” in our situation. This means 
Fr. McDermott and Fr. Schatz will be 
caring for our parishes as a team. 
Both of them will equally carry out the 
responsibilities usually assigned to the 
pastor. The team of co-pastors and 
the associate pastor, Fr. Atta-Nsiah, 
will decide how the responsibilities 
assigned to them will be carried out. 

Fr. McDermott will serve as 
moderator which means he will direct 
the leadership team and will represent 
our parishes to the Archbishop.

If you have questions about the new 
clergy assignments, please call the 
parish office!

From the Incoming Co-Pastor

Father Thomas 
McDermott
Email TBD

Father David 
Schatz
dbqspx@dbqarch.org
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VBS 2018
We are looking for donations to 
support snack time at our Vacation 
Bible School.

To view the complete list of needed 
items, check the main vestibules in the 
church or contact Julie Hill at 
j.hill@dbqarch.org or by calling the 
parish office at 563-588-1433.

A New Look Octoberfest
We are in the process of refreshing our 
parish communications including our 
newsletter, bulletin and parish website.

We are doing this refresh to make 
our communications more effective 
and united with a professional 
appearance. This will help us in our 
efforts to encourage newcomers to 
check out our amazing parish!

A key part of this refresh will be our 
parish website. When the new website 
launches, it will have more tools to 
help us better serve the parish and 
reach out to others.

The website will be down June 20-
22 for the refresh. During this time, we 
will keep you informed through our 
Facebook page (@TheWorkerDBQ). 
Thank you so much for your patience 
as we take this exciting step!

Octoberfest 2018

Sunday,
October 7

If you would like to help out with 
our big fundraiser, contact the 
Octoberfest Chair, Jon Lucas!

Phone: 563-581-4475
Email: jjlucas00@yahoo.com

First Eucharist
Twenty-four students received their 
First Eucharist in May! Congratulations 
to these students!

Special thanks to their parents, 
teachers and catechists who were all 
part of the preparation process! They 
couldn’t have done it without you!
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Parish Fun Night
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Parish Fun Night

Saturday, June 9

Join us after the 5:00pm Mass for an evening 
of food and fun! The picnic dinner will include 
grilled burgers and hot dogs provided by the 
parish, while those who attend are asked to bring 
a dish to share.

We’ll have outdoor games on the upper parking 
lot as well as the school playground (or in 
the gym, in case of inclement weather) and 
entertainment. Don’t forget a blanket to sit on for 
dinner and your bug spray!

To help us prepare the right amount of food, 
please RSVP to the parish office by calling
563-588-1433.

Looking Ahead
June 2/3:   Fr. Gabriel Farewell Reception

June 5:   Treasure Luncheon

June 9:   Parish Fun Night

June 20-22:   Parish Website Refresh

July 4:   Independence Day, Mass at 8:00am

July 7/8:   Fr. Davis Farewell Reception

July 9-13:   Vacation Bible School

July 10:   Priests’ Moving Day

Aug. 15:   Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
  Mass at Noon & 5:30pm

September 4, October 2, November 6:
Treasure Luncheons

September 12: RE Classes Begin

October 7:   Octoberfest


